HAMMERWICH PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
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	Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on

Wednesday 16th. January 2013 at 7.30 p.m. at the WI Hall, Hammerwich
PRESENT:

Councillors V. Wasdell (Chairman), Ms. Rachel Bailye (Vice Chairman), Mrs. M. Greenway, Mrs. V. Richards, R. Campbell, P. Chapman, D. Bayliss, and J. Turnbull, Mr. S. Harper (Parish Clerk), Viv Evans in attendance and 5 members of the public.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were recorded for Councillors Mrs. A. Turnbull.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS

There were no specific declarations of interest other than Councillor Mrs. V. Richards under Hospital Road Playing Fields, but Councillors reserved the right to make an expression if any item under discussion conflicts with any other office Councillors may hold.
MINUTES OF MEETING – 19th. December 2012
The minutes of the meetings held on 19th. December 2012, copies previously circulated to members, were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
Proposed by Councillor P. Chapman , Seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. Greenway 
that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 19th. December 2012 is accepted: RESOLVED
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

As there were no matters arising that were not Agenda items, any matters arising will be discussed under the relevant Agenda heading.

CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS
Councillor V. Wasdell (Chairman) announced he had been advised of the resignation from the Council of Councillor Mrs. A. Turnbull. He paid tribute to her hard work and dedication she had given during her time on the Council. He said she was an excellent team player and wished to record his thanks.
Councillor V. Wasdell (Chairman) introduced Mrs. Viv Evans who would be taking over as Parish Clerk on 1st. February 2013.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The Parish Clerk advised members that although a planning application had been listed on the weekly schedule, a planning application had not been received detailing the following:

· 13/00009/FUL – Mr D Horne, 19 Park Road, Burntwood, WS7 0EE
Alteration to the front elevation, conversion of garage and various internal alterations to form bathroom and hall.
Councillor V. Wasdell (Chairman) advised members he had heard that the planning application submitted by Mr Waheed for the development at Springhill Farm has been modified. Councillor Mrs V. Richards commented she understood it concerned a change of building.
Discussion took place concerning the work on the new roundabout. Councillor D. Bayliss said a bond would need to have been deposited in order for the work to commence. He added the appeal was allowed on the condition that work should be completed on the roundabout before development can commence. Councillors expressed serious concern on this matter.
LOCALISM ACT 2011

Councillor P. Chapman said that work was still going ahead with the local Neighbourhood Plan. He was optimistic that work will commence shortly.
HIGHWAYS and FOOTPATHS
It was noted that the style along Norton Lane was seriously overgrown. It was agreed this matter would be a job for the Neighbourhood team on their next visit.
It was noted the new Kissing Gate had been delivered.

Councillor P. Chapman commented on the recent flooding in Coppy Nook Lane. He said the problem was due to a damaged land drain. He said he and a neighbour had dug it out and that Staffordshire County Council had agreed to finish the job off.

Councillor V. Wasdell (Chairman) commented on a traffic cone that had been in the same position in Hall Lane for quite some time. He also commented on other problems nearer the duck pond near Muckley Corner. There was also concern regarding a ditch in Pingle Lane.

PARKS AND OPEN SPACES

Councillor Ms. Rachel Bailye (Vice Chairman) passed the completed safety check lists for Mansion Drive to the Parish Clerk.
Councillor P. Chapman said he would arrange a walkaround of Mansion Drive play area in order to undertake a risk assessment.
HOSPITAL ROAD CHANGING ROOMS
The Parish Clerk confirmed an order had been placed with Lichfield District Council for fencing work around the perimeter of Hospital Road playing fields with the inclusion of a style.
The financial aspects of the management charges of Hospital Road will be discussed under Finance on the Agenda.
FINANCE

Following a Finance meeting on 14th. January 2013, it was moved that the Precept for 2013/14 financial year would be set at £24,000, representing an increase of 20% on the 2012/13 year. It was noted that this was the first precept increase for 5 years. 
Proposed by Councillor Mrs. M. Greenway, Seconded by Councillor Ms. Rachel Bailye (Vice Chairman) that the Precept for the 2013/14 fiscal year be set at £24,000.

RESOLVED
It was noted that Hammerwich Parish Council was the 3rd lowest precept in the Lichfield District Council area. Councillor V. Wasdell (Chairman) said the increase was fully justifiable as it was necessary to sustain the improvements that have been made recently.
With regard to the management charges levied by Lichfield District Council, it was agreed that the proposals set out in Neil Turner’s recent letter be accepted in order that a repayment plan can be implemented.

Proposed by Councillor Mrs. M. Greenway, Seconded by Councillor Ms. Rachel Bailye (Vice Chairman) that the proposal set out in Neil Turner’s letter be accepted: RESOLVED
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

It was agreed that Standing Orders be suspended to allow any member of the public who wished to speak to be heard: -

Proposed by Councillor Mrs. M. Greenway, Seconded by Councillor Ms. Rachel Bailye (Vice Chairman): RESOLVED

Although there were members of the public present at the meeting, there were no questions or comments made.
It was then agreed to restore standing orders.

Proposed by Councillor Mrs. M. Greenway, seconded by Councillor Ms. Rachel Bailye (Vice Chairman): RESOLVED

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Members noted the correspondence sent since the last meeting.

CORRESPONDENCE SENT

Members noted the correspondence sent since the last meeting.

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

It was agreed that the following items be passed for payment:-

S.Harper
Salary
£366.53

HMRC

PAYE

£91.80

J A Davies

Island Maintenance

£72.50

Lichfield District Council 

Grounds Maintenance

£8,167.92

S.Harper

Website

£65.99

S.Harper

Travelling expenses

£57.60

Proposed by Councillor Mrs. M. Greenway, seconded by Councillor P. Chapman: RESOLVED

MEMBERS REPORTS

There were no specific reports from members
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Staffordshire Hoard
Discussion took place concerning the proposal to place a marker of some description at or near the site where the Staffordshire Hoard was discovered in Hammerwich in July 2009. It was agreed by members that Hammerwich Parish Council should support such a proposal.

Proposed by Councillor Mrs. V. Richards, Seconded by Councillor R. Campbell that Hammerwich Parish Council acknowledges and supports the marking of the site where the Staffordshire Hoard was discovered in Hammerwich in July 2009. RESOLVED.

It was noted that the new Chief Executive of Lichfield District Council has been fully briefed on this matter.
Storage of Parish records
It was agreed that Viv Evans would investigate the possibility of depositing some of the parish records at the Staffordshire County Council archives store.

Spate of burglaries

Councillor Ms. Rachel Bailye (Vice Chairman) said she had been speaking to PCSO Tom Passmore who had advised her of a number of recent burglaries in the vicinity and that everyone should be vigilant, particularly with vehicles such as BMWs which seem to have been targeted for theft.

Vacancies on Parish Council

Councillor V. Wasdell (Chairman) said now Councillor Mrs. A. Turnbull had resigned from the Council, this left 2 places vacant. He asked members if they knew any suitable candidates. Suggestions were to place a notice on the WI Notice Board, Hammerwich News or perhaps a press release.
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS
None
The meeting closed at 8:55pm
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Councillor V. Wasdell 
Chairman


Wednesday 20th February 2013 

	PRESENT:

	Councillors V. Wasdell (Chairman), Ms. R Bailye(Vice Chairman), Mrs. M. Greenway,

R. Campbell, P. Chapman, D. Bayliss, Mrs V Evans (Parish Clerk) and 4 members of the public.

	
	
	

	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	Mrs. V. Richards, J. Turnbull.


	Prior to the meeting, the Chairman presented Stan Harper, the retiring Clerk with gifts from the Parish Councillors in recognition of his four years service with the Council.  Stan thanked the Council and told everyone how much he had enjoyed being in Hammerwich and how many skills a Parish Clerk discovered that he/she needed


	
	
	Action

	1
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	2
	CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR
	

	
	Mrs Jane Pope was introduced to the Council by the Chairman and invited to address the Council in support of her co-option.

Mrs Pope declared her commitment to her community and what she, therefore, saw as her responsibility to give something to the community.

Councillor P Chapman proposed that the Council co-opt Mrs Pope and this was seconded by Councillor D Bayliss.

All councillors voted in favour and Mrs Pope was invited the join the meeting, after signing her acceptance form 
	

	
	
	

	3
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
	

	
	The minutes of the meetings held on 16th January 2013 were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

Proposed by Councillor R Campbell , Seconded by Councillor Mrs. M. Greenway
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 16th January 2013 be accepted: 
	

	
	
	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
	

	
	Councillor D Bayliss drew the meetings attention to the fact that there was still no construction taking place at the island at the entrance to the Springhill Burial ground
	

	
	
	

	5
	CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS
	

	
	The Chairman advised that there would be a licensing and welcoming ceremony for the new members of the clergy at the Parish Church and he advised that he would be attending in his capacity as Chairman of the Council.
	

	
	
	

	6
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
	

	
	There were no applications for consideration
	

	
	
	

	7
	COMMUNITY LED PLANNING
	

	
	Councillor Chapman advised that LDC had missed the date for publishing their Local Plan and that the green belt may therefore be at the mercy of unscrupulous developers.  Councillor Ms Bailye advised that the existing Local Plan, adopted in 1998, continues to be the reference document.

Councillors felt so concerned that with this matter that they suggested that there may be a case for a representative from LDC to attend a future parish council meeting to attempt to clarify matters for the council.
	

	
	
	

	8
	UPDATE ON HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS
	

	
	Councillor Ms Bailye advised that the gate at the Churchyard had been replaced.  She requested that the Clerk send letters of thanks to Mr Colson, Mr Bailye-Hawkins and Mr Walker.  She also thanked Mr Colson for work on the hedge adjoining the footpath from the churchyard to the railway 
	VE

	
	Councillor Mrs Greenway wished to express her discontent with the state of the local roads eg Hall Lane outside Gartmore.  Many recently badly carried out repairs were already in need of further attention.  She presented a list for the Clerk to follow up on.
	VE

	
	The Chairman advised the meeting that the road gully outside the Cricket Club was blocked and that this should also be reported
	VE

	
	On a more positive note, Councillor Bayliss was able to report that he had been advised by County Councillor Mrs Bayliss that the footways are to be reconstructed in April 2013 in Redfern Drive, Gorseway, Hazlemere Drive and Wheatcroft Close
	

	
	Figures for new stiles and finger posts were presented to the meeting for consideration against the grant funding available from Staffordshire County Council.  As the figures were higher than expected, the Clerk was asked to do more research and a decision was deferred until the next meeting
	VE

	
	
	

	9
	PARKS AND OPEN SPACES
	

	
	Councillor Ms Bailye reported that although a new dog bin had been installed at Mansion Drive, the old one had not been removed.  However, neither was being used by dog owners.  The Clerk was requested to contact LDC for dog warden patrols.

It was also noted that there was a need for new signage and Councillor Chapman suggested that possibly there could be a competition for local children to design an anti fouling poster.  Other members supported this idea.
	VE



	
	
	

	10
	UPDATE OF HOSPITAL ROAD PLAYING FIELDS VAT RECLAIM
	

	
	The Clerk advised that as a result of restructuring the filing system, she had unearthed advice from National Association of Local Councils and LDC/HMRC with regard to VAT reclaim.  In view of the fact that the Parish Council would like, ultimately, a local sports team to take over this facility, the Clerk asked if she could seek an updated ruling on the restrictions which might apply to VAT reclaim if these arrangements were put in place.

As there had been no progress on the land transfer, the Clerk suggested that she, as a new person in post, she might use this position to try to expedite this matter
	VE

VE



	
	
	

	11
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	

	
	
	

	
	Mr Gregory reported that Enforcement Control at LDC was woeful.  Moreover, they were completely uncommunicative and he wondered if there was anything that the parish council could do.  He also reported an environmental concern with the roadways and trees to the rear of the site being waterlogged.  Having been scathing about LDC Planning he was at pains to point out that Environmental Health had responded very quickly and he would like to record his thanks to Sarah Tillen.  He was also complimentary with regard to SCC highways in the matter of the proposed traffic island at the entrance to the cemetery
The Chairman responded that perhaps residents’ complaints might be given more weight than a representation from the parish council and Councillor Chapman advised that in the environmental matter that the Health and Safety Executive would certainly be able to follow up if the site developer had not obtained the necessary forms.

Another issue was with regard to developments being passed and what influence the district councillors on the parish council could have at district level.  It was his feeling that LDC was influenced by vocal minorities in their district to the detriment of other areas.

Mr Wood raised the danger of driving along Hanney Hay Road now that so many HGVs were using the route.  Although there was a signed weight limit at one end of the road, at the other end, there was signage for a local industrial estate, which together with extensive use of Satnavs was exacerbating the problem.  Members felt enforcement was unlikely but the parish council could ask SCC highways about traffic control) 

Mr Colson reported that he would complete the Hedge Lane work in 2/3 weeks.  

Mr Bates (Churchwarden) reported that the footpath from the Church to the station was being used by professional dog walkers who did not clean up the dog faeces even though dog bins are available.  The Council agreed to add this to the request for a dog warden response.
	VE



	12
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
	

	
	The Clerk reported that she had received quotations for play equipment inspection from ROSPA.  Given the figures quoted, the Clerk was requested to follow up on this but also to obtain a quote from LDC
	VE

	
	
	

	13
	CORRESPONDENCE SENT
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	14
	FINANCE
	

	
	The accounts for payment were presented

Councillor Bayliss proposed acceptance, Councillor Campbell seconded
RESOLVED: that the payments list be approved
	

	
	
	

	15
	MEMBERS’ REPORTS
	

	
	Councillor Bayliss reported that a new road sign had been installed at the junction of Overton Lane with Burntwood Road but that the old one had not been removed.  The Clerk was requested to contact LDC.
	VE

	
	
	

	16 
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	
	

	
	Members discussed if there was a resolution to the appeal with regard to the Travellers’ Site but no one had any information

The Chairman mentioned the late arrival of a consultation with regard to raising speed limits for HGVs.  As this change might have a serious impact on the village he sought members’ approval to contacting the local MP to complain that there was no chance to comment, although he fully expected that lobbyists would have been notified in good time.  Members approved the Chairman’s suggestion
	VW

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.30 pm
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    20 March 2013
Wednesday 20th March 2013 

	PRESENT:

	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs. M. Greenway J Turnbull, R Campbell, 

P Chapman, D Bayliss, Mrs J Pope, B Wilson, Mrs V Evans (Parish Clerk) and 3 members of the public.

	
	
	

	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	Cllrs Mrs V Richards, Ms R Bailye(Vice Chairman)


	Prior to the meeting Thomas Hobbs of Staffordshire County Council addressed the meeting with regard to a travelling exhibition based on the Staffordshire Hoard.  Mr Hobbs suggested that a representative from HPC should attend the meetings of the organising steering group and Cllr Mrs Greenway volunteered with the Chairman deputising in her absence.

Members felt that Hammerwich Archaeology Group should be involved as they would have a valuable contribution to make.  Members acknowledged the presence of Dr Sharpe the Chairman of Hammerwich Archaeological Group and requested that Mr Hobbs consider asking Dr Sharpe to join the steering group.

Members also felt that an open meeting should be advertised widely in advance of the launch in August, possibly using contacts a database held by Cllr Chapman.  It was confirmed that the Chairman should contact Brownhills with a view to including them.  

	
	
	

	
	
	Action

	1
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	2
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
	

	
	The Clerk had mis-spelled Cllr Greenways surname and a reference to the village in para 16 should have referred to the parish
	

	
	Save for the corrections identified a proposal to accept the minutes of the meeting of  20 February 2013 was made by Cllr R Campbell and seconded by Cllr P Chapman
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 20 February 2013 be accepted 
	

	
	 
	

	3
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
	

	
	Cllr D Bayliss drew the meetings attention to the lack of information with regard to the Travellers’ site
	VE

	
	The Chairman updated the meeting on his correspondence with Michael Fabricant in regard to the lack of time to complete a consultation on HGVs a matter which could have a significant impact in Hammerwich.  He advised that he would monitor the situation and write again if necessary
	VW

	
	
	

	4
	CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS
	

	
	The Chairman advised that he had attended the welcoming ceremony for the new members of the clergy at the Parish Church and had also attended a fundraising event at Burntwood Town Council as the invitation of their Chairman
	

	
	
	

	5
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
	

	
	There were two planning applications: 

13/00273/COU Barracks Lane to which the Council had no objections

13/00252/COU Springhill Cemetery to which the Council had a range of objections which are appended as Annex 1

The Clerk queried the Council’s landholdings and was requested to contact the Land Registry for clarification if necessary.  Members also felt that information on listed buildings should be obtained from LDC
	VE

	
	
	

	6
	COMMUNITY LED PLANNING
	

	
	Cllr Chapman advised that it appeared that LDC’s new Local Plan would be adopted at the end of March. Members were of the view that this would allow them some breathing space on the matter of a creation of a neighbourhood plan as they would await the details contained in LDC ‘s plan
	

	
	
	

	7
	UPDATE ON HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS
	

	
	Despite a letter to Mike Maryon and an area inspection by Mary Lee of SCC Highways, the state of the parish roads is of major concern with potential insurance claims being made to SCC.  Cllr Wilson detailed the dangerous nature of the unlit cones in Hall Lane.  He also suggested that HPC keeps its own log of reports for future reference
	VW

	
	The Clerk had obtained a new estimate for the stile and fingerposts which made it possible to accept the grant offer from SCC
	VE

	
	Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed acceptance with was seconded by Cllr Chapman
	

	
	RESOLVED: that an order is placed for 6 fingerposts and one stile to be installed by volunteers
	VE

	
	Cllr Greenway asked if footpaths were open to the disabled but Cllr Chapman suggested that inclusive access was not currently an option
	

	
	
	

	8
	PARKS AND OPEN SPACES
	

	
	Cllr Greenway asked if there had been any progress on the chain link fencing at Hospital Road.  There being no confirmation that there was, the Clerk was directed to contact Gary Brownridge at LDC.  

The Clerk reported that on instructions from the former Clerk, both the old and the new dog bin were to remain in place.  Cllr Turnbull reported that the old bin needed a cleanup to make it more visible but when he visited the area, there was no sign of dog fouling.  Cllr Wilson reported, in common with other Members, that the feedback on Hospital Road Playing Fields was universally positive. 
	VE



	
	
	

	9
	UPDATE OF HOSPITAL ROAD PLAYING FIELDS VAT RECLAIM
	

	
	The Clerk advised that under the management arrangement, she had confirmed that the Council could reclaim on fees.  Where she was less sure was in the matter of who should insure the building, given that she could find no management agreement.  Cllr Turnbull suggested that the Council should check its own insurance policy schedule to determine if the facility was on the Council’s insurance.

The Clerk had also had a response from her query to Ansons to the effect that the land was still vested in the ownership of the Department of Transport.  They further advised that fees might be in the order of £1000 when this matter eventually reached completion
Given the lack of progress on the land transfer and the failure of LDC to provide a copy of the management agreement, Members agreed that the Clerk should contact LDC legal department to try to progress these matters.  Copies of this correspondence to be forwarded to Ansons.
	VE

VE

VE



	
	
	

	10
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	

	
	Cllr Greenway proposed suspending Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr Wilson

RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow members of the public to speak
	

	
	Mr Colson reported that Meerash Lane had been marked up for remedial work.

Mr Gregory reported at length on the Springhill development and the Council felt that it could include some of his observations into its response to LDC.  Mr Gregory also advised that he had taken Cllr Chapman’s advice and contacted the HSE.  The response indicated they would not be taking any action.

Dr Sharpe raised a concern about changes to the local bus service.  Cllr Bayliss undertook to follow up. 
	DB



	
	
	

	11
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
	

	
	Notification on the installation of a Zebra Crossing in Highfields Rd, Burntwood

Notification of a new Highways service accessible on www.staffordshire.gov.uk/roadworks or www.roadworks.org
The Clerk had obtained a quotation for Internal Audit which was considerably cheaper than the Council’s previous provider and Members had no hesitation in requesting the Clerk to follow up on this
	VE



	
	
	

	13
	CORRESPONDENCE SENT
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	14
	FINANCE
	

	
	The accounts for payment were presented

Cllr R Campbell proposed acceptance, Cllr D Bayliss seconded

RESOLVED: that the payments list be approved

Two requests for funding from outside the parish were refused with regret

The submission by the church for help with grounds maintenance, which was discussed at the previous meeting, was approved in the amount of £400.  Members took the view that thanks to the work of Mr Colson, the footpath leading to the Church was now very attractive and it would be senseless to devalue this work by not assisting with the landscaping of the churchyard which was a facility enjoyed by many in the village

RESOLVED: that the grant of £400 be paid the Church under powers vested in the Council by the LGA 1972 s137

An issue was identified with cheque signing and Cllrs R Campbell and D Bayliss are to be added to the bank mandate in order that 2 signatories are likely to be present at all future Council meetings.
	

	
	
	

	15
	MEMBERS’ REPORTS
	

	
	A print out was submitted by Cllr Baylisss in which Burntwood Cllr Susan Woodwood was lending support to the creation of artwork in Burntwood to commemorate the finding of the hoard
	

	
	
	

	16 
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	
	The Clerk expressed concern that the Council might not be working to the latest Code of Conduct.  Cllr Wilson suggested that this matter is put on the next Agenda and all Members agreed
	

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50 pm
	


Chairman
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   17 April 2013

Wednesday 17 April 2013 

	PRESENT:

	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs M Greenway J Turnbull, R Campbell, 

Mrs V Richards, Ms R Bailye(Vice Chairman), D Bayliss, Mrs J Pope, Mrs V Evans (Parish Clerk) and 8 members of the public.

	
	
	

	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
	Cllr P Chapman

	1
	APOLOGIES
	

	1.1
	As above
	Action

	
	
	

	2
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS
	

	2.1
	Cllr Mrs V Richards (as LDC portfolio holder) for Hammerwich Playing Fields
	

	
	
	

	3
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
	

	3.1
	Cllr D Bayliss proposed that the minutes be accepted and this was seconded by Cllr Campbell 
	

	3.2
	RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 20 February 2013 be accepted 
	

	
	 
	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
	

	4.1
	Cllr D Bayliss advised the meeting that he had enquired about changes to a local bus service, as referred to in point 10 of the last meeting.
	

	4.2
	He reported that the operator had changed rather than the service times and the Chairman advised that he had observed no service changes 
	

	
	
	

	5
	CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS
	

	5.1
	The Chairman paid tribute to Cllr Mrs E Bayliss who is retiring after 28 years of public service.  During that time she has served as a Parish, District and County Councillor and Members agreed with the Chairman that the Council send a vote of thanks for all her hard work.  
	

	5.2
	Members also expressed their best wishes for the future, sentiments which Cllr D Bayliss said he would be very pleased to pass on
	DB

	5.3
	The Chairman also notified the meeting of his intention to invite whoever is elected to succeed Cllr Mrs Bayliss to future meeting.
	VW

	5.4
	The Chairman advised that he had attended the first meeting of the Staffordshire Hoard Steering Committee where the business had been taken up with establishing the ground rules for the committee itself  and administration of the displays etc
	

	
	
	

	6
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
	

	6.1.1
	There was only one planning application: 

13/00269/FUL –Retention of a shed at 20 Meerash Lane, Hammerwich

Members expressed concern about the confusing nature of this application with it variously being described as a “shed” and a “building”, a matter highlighted by Cllr Turnbull
	VE

	6.1.2
	Cllr MS Bailye had identified the same point and also noted confusion as to the sizes which were quoted differently on different number plans
	

	6.1.3
	The Council indicated it would support the views of residents and during the public participation, other pertinent points were made which the Council would pass to LDC
	

	6.2
	There were no licence applications to consider
	

	6.3.1
	The Clerk requested Members help in reconciling various documents relating to land ownership to ensure the accuracy of the maintenance contract
	

	6.3.2
	There remained an issue of paperwork suggesting the existence of a designated village green in Meerash Lane and the Clerk was given leave to begin discreet investigations
	

	6.3.3
	As a part of the discussion, Cllr Campbell sought clarification as to why the asset register listed the open space owned by the Council at a value of £1.00 per asset
	

	6.3.4
	The Clerk replied that this was usual practice as the value of the asset was unlikely to be realised.
	

	
	
	

	7
	NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING
	

	7.1.1
	Cllr Mrs Richards confirmed that LDC’s plan had been submitted but sounded a note of caution with regard to the duty to co-operate with neighbouring authorities
	

	7.1.2
	The refusal of Tamworth’s Plan and negotiations with East Staffs Borough Council for use of LDC land might add complications in the acceptance of the LDC Plan 
	

	7.1.3
	Cllr Mrs Richards indicated that she would try to keep Members updated on this issue
	

	7.1.4
	Cllr Bayliss drew the meetings attention to the identification of traffic “pinch points” in the Core Strategy.  These were located at Wall, Swinfen and Muckley Corner where the proposal was for a 5 way traffic light controlled junction
	

	7.1.5
	Members welcomed the changes at Muckley Corner, feeling that it would be particularly beneficial to users of Hall Lane
	

	7.2
	The Clerk queried whether the Council would wish to create a Community Asset Register and Cllrs, after consideration, declined.
	

	
	
	

	8
	UPDATE ON HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS
	

	8.1
	The Chairman advised the meeting that the hedge had finally been cut in Coppice Lane
	

	8.2
	He also referred to an email received that day from County Highways which gave details of repairs and due dates.  Most were programmed for April but the Meerash Lane repairs were scheduled for May
	

	8.3
	The Chairman advised that he had received a letter from Michael Fabricant MP with regard to a consultation on the speed of HGVs.
	

	8.4
	Although the Chairman retained a very jaundiced view of access to the consultation process, Members could identify no means by which this matter could be progressed
	

	
	
	

	9
	PARKS AND OPEN SPACES
	

	9.1.1
	The Chairman announce that the finger posts and stiles had been delivered and were awaiting installation
	

	9.1.2
	The Clerk confirmed that the grant money had now been received from SCC
	

	9.2.1
	The Clerk had had a response from NALC with regard to insuring the changing rooms at Hospital Road Playing Fields
	

	9.2.2
	The Clerk also indicated that Neil Turner of LDC would be happy to discuss a management agreement with the Council
	

	9.2.3
	Members agreed that the Chairman and Clerk should meet with Neil Turner
	VE

	9.2.4
	The Clerk advised that she had received one letter from LDC and one email from Ansons on the subject of the extremely protracted land transfer
	

	9.2.5
	Members agreed with Cllr Mrs Richards that this was preventing any effort to transfer the management of the facility to a local group which was the ultimate aim of the Council
	

	9.3
	Cllr Mrs Greenway advised that the fencing had been installed at the Playing Fields on Hospital Road and that it included a stile which had been installed to try to prevent the fencing from being broken down
	

	9.4
	Cllr Greenway also mentioned her concern about children crossing the road to access the Playing Fields and felt that a request for a pedestrian crossing might be sensible
	

	9.5
	Other members pointed out that the lack of a footway one side of the road would preclude this but that it would be sensible to contact the County Safety Partnership with regard to measures eg the camera van and warning signs
	

	9.6
	There was also mention of a public initiative in Eccleshall which could be investigated
	VE

	
	
	

	10
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	

	10.1
	Cllr Ms R Bailye proposed suspending Standing Orders, seconded by Cllr Mrs J Pope

	

	10.2
	RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow members of the public to speak
	

	10.3
	Mr Colson elaborated on the size of the shed, in particular, that it exceeded the permitted height for a shed so close to a fence
	

	10.4
	He advised that for the resident at No 18, lack of light was an issue as it was in her direct line of site from her kitchen window
	

	10.5
	This applicant had received local offers of help to reduce the intrusion caused by this shed but had consistently refused, therefore neighbours would send their complaints to LDC
	

	10.6
	There was a hope that now planning sanction had been sought, this would allow some planning enforcement
	

	10.7
	Mrs Preston asked for a village litter pick, with particular emphasis on Hall Lane and the Council agreed to request LDC to carry this out
	VE

	10.8
	Mr Gregory asked if there was any progress on the Planning Appeals at the Travellers Site and the Scrapyard.
	

	10.9
	No one had any update but Cllr Mrs Richards promised to monitor
	VR

	10.10
	There being no further comments, Cllr Mrs Greenway moved to reinstate Standing Orders and Cllr Mrs Richards seconded
	

	
	
	

	11
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
	

	11.1
	The letter and email with regard to Hammerwich Playing Fields had been dealt with under that agenda item.
	

	11.2
	There was a letter with regard to a Ward review in Lichfield District.  The letter invited a Parish representative to attend but as Cllr Mrs Richards was already attending, no one else felt it necessary to attend


	

	11.3
	Western Power had circulated Parish Councils indicating where they could find assistance in the event of power cuts
	

	
	
	

	12
	CORRESPONDENCE SENT
	

	12.1
	A letter to John Brown of LDC with prompted the response mentioned during the discussions on the Council’s property and noted at point 11.1 above
	

	
	
	

	13
	FINANCE
	

	13.1
	The accounts for payment were presented

Cllr Mrs Richards proposed acceptance, Cllr Ms R Bailye seconded

RESOLVED: that the payments list be approved
	

	
	
	

	13.2
	The end of year summary of accounts was presented and accepted
	

	13.3
	The asset register was corrected to remove the bus shelter which had been located at Muckley Corner
	

	
	
	

	14
	MEMBERS’ REPORTS
	

	14.1
	Cllr Ms R Bailye reported in very positive terms on the Community Centre.  
	

	14.2
	Although there was a plan to raise fees for occasional users, they would be able to use a newly refurbished kitchen and new chairs which were just a part of what had been accomplished
	

	14.3
	The solar panels were proving to be a success
	

	14.4
	The Committee planned to offer a school summer holiday play scheme which would be able to make use of the Council’s Mansion Drive Play area.
	

	
	
	

	15
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	15.1
	Cllr Mrs Richards asked for the Clerk to contact County Councillor Corfield with a view to marking the site of the discovery of the Staffordshire Hoard
	VE

	15.1.1
	ADOPTION OF AMENDED CODE OF CONDUCT AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	15.1.2
	RESOLVED: to accept the amended code of conduct based on the latest NALC recommendations
	

	15.1.3
	Members confirmed that they were up to date on their notified interest monitoring forms
	

	
	
	

	16 
	CONFIDENTIAL ITEM
	

	16.1
	Members agreed to confirm the appointment of the Clerk, following her 3 month trial period
	

	16.2
	The terms and conditions would be in accordance with NALC recommendations
	

	16.3
	Members discussed the draft annual budget as presented by the Clerk and suggested some changes 
	

	16.4
	However, overall Members were pleased that their financial position is sound
	

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.38 pm
	


Chairman
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15 May 2013

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL

Wednesday 15 May 2013 

	PRESENT:

	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs M Greenway J Turnbull, R Campbell, 

Ms R Bailye (Vice Chairman), D Bayliss, Mrs J Pope, 

Cllr P Chapman Mrs V Evans (Parish Clerk) and 3 members of the public.

	
	
	Action

	1
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
	

	1.1
	The outgoing Chairman asked for nominations and Cllr Campbell proposed that he serve a second term.  
	

	1.2
	Cllr Mrs Pope seconded the nomination and Cllr Wasdell was re-elected unanimously
	

	1.3
	Cllr Wasdell thanked his fellow Cllrs for their continuing support
	

	
	
	

	2
	ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
	

	2.1
	The Chairman asked for nominations for Vice Chairman 
	

	2.2
	Cllr Mrs Greenway nominated Cllr Ms Bailye and this was seconded by Cllrs Bayliss and Turnbull
	

	2.3
	Cllr Ms Bailye was also re-elected unanimously
	

	
	
	

	3
	APOLOGIES
	

	3.1
	Cllr Mrs V Richards
	

	
	
	

	4
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON AGENDA ITEMS
	

	4.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	5
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING
	

	5.1
	Cllr D Bayliss proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record and Cllr Ms Bailye seconded
	

	5.2
	RESOLVED: that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 17 April 2013 be accepted
	

	
	
	

	6
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
	

	6.1
	Cllr D Bayliss advised the meeting that his wife (former County Cllr Mrs E Bayliss) thanked the Council for their good wishes on her retirement.  (points 5.1, 5.2 of the April minutes refer) 
	

	6.2
	Cllr Mrs Greenway asked if Cllr David Smith (SCC) had been invited to attend a parish meeting (point 5.3 of the April minutes refers)
	

	6.3
	Cllr Bayliss reminded the meeting that Cllr Corfield was no longer a County Councillor (point 15.1 of the April minutes refers)
	

	6.4
	Cllr Chapman requested that Neighbourhood Planning should be reinstated on the agenda
	

	
	
	

	7
	CHARIMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
	

	7.1
	The Chairman was able to advise that Cllr Smith had accepted the invitation and would attend prior to the next Council meeting at 7.00 pm 
	

	7.2
	He also advised that as the Council still required a Councillor for Pool Ward, nominations would be welcomed
	

	7.3
	The Chairman also gave details of the meeting on 18  May 2013 at the Community Centre between 2.00pm and 5.00pm with regard to arrangements for Staffordshire Hoard exhibition coming to the village in September
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	8
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
	

	8.1
	There were no planning or licensing applications to consider
	


	9
	UPDATE ON HIGHWAYS AND FOOTPATHS
	

	9.1
	The list of highway works for the Neighbourhood Highway team was updated for communication to SCC
	VE

	9.2
	The Chairman advised that the stile and finger posts had been installed by volunteers and he felt a letter of thanks should go to Mr West, Mr and Mrs Willet, Mr D Walker and Wayne Colson
	VE

	9.3
	He also advised that a resident wished to donate funds for a further finger post to be installed on the footpath to the waterworks
	

	9.4
	Councillors requested details of the donor but the Chairman replied that he wished to remain anonymous and the Chairman felt that the Council should honour that request.
	

	9.5
	As the stile kit had a generous amount of spares, the Chairman suggested they should be used to repair a stile in Coppy Nook Lane
	

	9.6
	Cllr Campbell moved support of sending letters of thanks, accepting the donation and the proposed repair
	

	9.7
	Cllr Bayliss seconded and the proposals were accepted unanimously
	

	9.10
	Cllr Bayliss raised the proposed reconstruction of Hall Lane.  Members agreed that the resultant road closure would be difficult but the Clerk was requested to contact SCC to request a timescale for the reconstruction
	VE

	
	
	

	10
	PARKS AND OPEN SPACES
	

	10.1
	Cllr Greenway reported that the new fencing had been damaged by local children and she requested that LDC be contacted to effect repairs
	VE

	10.2
	However, as other Councillors have previously reported, the children’s play area is extremely well used
	

	10.3
	She again mentioned the dangers of children crossing the road to get to the play area and the Clerk was requested to contact the safer roads partnership for interactive signing, crossing or some other speed reduction measure
	VE

	10.4
	Cllr Bailye expressed her pleasure at the notification that the Village Green was registered as it would mean it might be possible to apply for grant funding
	

	10.5
	Cllr Bayliss raised the issue that the land still belonged to SCC and the Clerk was requested to check ownership details
	VE

	
	
	

	11
	CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
	

	11.1
	The Clerk reported that LDC had responded to the request for information on tree surveys to advise that they may be able to arrange for a contractor to carry out a survey
	

	11.2
	Members felt that as they were responsible for few trees and these trees had been inspected relatively recently, no action should be taken at this time
	

	11.3
	Members had asked the Clerk to enquire how Eccleshall parish had monitored speeding in their village and the Clerk gave details of the speed gun purchased and contact details for a police advisor.  Unfortunately, volunteers were no longer willing to undertake monitoring
	

	11.4
	Again, Members felt that no further action should be taken at this time
	

	11.5
	At the last meeting Cllr Mrs Richards had asked the Clerk to contact, now ex, County Councillor Corfield to seek assistance from SCC with the placing of a marker to commemorate the finding of the Staffordshire Hoard
	

	11.6
	The Clerk replied that she had been contacted by a highway officer to the effect that perhaps the best approach would be to bid to the County Members Community Fund
	

	11.7
	The Clerk advised that she had been contacted by LDC with regard to locks missing at Triangle, Mansion Drive and a tree which had fallen over in Oakfield Park
	VE

	11.8
	Cllrs asked the Clerk to contact Spencer Duvall of LDC who had the lock for Mansion Drive.  They could not identify the lock at Triangle but Cllrs Mrs Greenway and Campbell undertook to investigate
	MG/

RC

	
	
	

	11
	CORRESPONDENCE SENT 
	

	11.1
	All items of correspondence sent related to the items mentioned above
	

	
	
	

	12
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
	

	12.1
	Cllr Campbell proposed suspending Standing Orders and Cllr Mrs Pope seconded 

RESOLVED: to suspend Standing Orders for public participation
	

	12.2
	Dr Sharpe gave details of the meeting at the Community Centre on 18 May 2013 on the Staffordshire Hoard highlighting the intention of the organisers to interview local people for their thoughts on the hoard
	

	12.3
	He also advised that the organisers of the exhibition were looking for volunteers to help curate the exhibits which would include local archaeological finds 
	

	12.4
	Cllr Mrs Greenway, who represents the Council on the steering group, said that she had seen some of the replicas which would feature in the exhibition and they were stunning.  She urged everyone to try to see them
	

	12.5
	Dr Sharpe also reminded the meeting that the Hoard site was still a working site and the idea of a commemorative marker might be premature
	

	12.6
	Cllr Chapman offered to use his database contact to publicise the meeting
	

	12.7
	Mr Gregory updated the meeting on the latest developments, as he knew them, at Springhill Cemetery such as the removal of a planted hawthorn hedge with laurel, which is not a native species
	

	12.8
	Councillors were told of other transgressions and the Chairman was minded to contact the local MP
	

	12.9
	However, Cllr Chapman was concerned that circumventing the Planning Authority was not the correct protocol
	

	12.10
	After much discussion Cllrs agreed to contact LDC on two specific points:

1
Planning permission was granted on 14 01 2010 and work should have 
started by 14 01 2013.
	

	
	2
One of the conditions of the development was that no work was to take 
place before the construction of a highway roundabout
	

	12.11
	Cllrs contended that any work which has taken place cannot be considered as the roundabout has not been started
	

	12.12
	Cllr Campbell requested that the Chairman contact Mike Wilcox, the Leader of the Council, the Head of Planning at LDC and Chris Hibbs, Head of Planning Enforcement
	

	12.13
	Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed restoring Standing Orders and this was seconded by Cllr Ms Bailye
	

	12.14
	RESOLVED: to restore closed session
	

	
	
	

	13
	FINANCE
	

	13.1
	Members had been circulated with a copy of the asset register but it was pointed out that the confirmation of the village green meant that the asset register should be altered to reflect this
	VE

	13.2
	Members had received a copy of the year end figures and sanctioned the Chairman to sign off on the accounts and the governance section subject to internal audit.  
	

	13.3
	Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed that the SPCA subscription be paid and Cllr Bayliss seconded

RESOLVED: to pay SPCA subscription
	

	
	
	

	13.4
	Cllr Ms Bailye proposed the acceptance of accounts for payment and Cllr Mrs Pope seconded
	

	13.5
	RESOLVED: to approve the payments list for May
	

	
	
	

	14
	MEMBERS’ REPORTS
	

	14.1
	Cllr Bayliss reported that on Lichfield Road, Brownhills a compound full of water storage type tanks had appeared and that they were a complete eyesore
	

	14.2
	Members agreed to contact LDC enforcement on behalf of the community as this site was believed to be just over the border of the parish
	VE

	14.3
	The solar panels were proving to be a success
	

	14.4
	Cllr Mrs Geenway picked up on the Walsall Development Document which had been forwarded for Cllrs comments
	

	14.5
	Among potential developments was the quarry site located in Cllr David Smith’s parish and it was suggested that this might be an issue to bring to his attention at the next meeting
	

	14.6
	Cllr Chapman reported progress on LDC’s submission of its draft local plan and that the council had so far successfully answered queries with regard to the plan
	

	14.7
	The Chairman advised the meeting that he hoped to attend each day of the hearing which was programmed to last for 3 weeks
	

	
	
	

	15
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS
	

	15.1
	Cllrs asked if there had been any news with regard to the Travellers Site but there had been not update 
	

	15.2
	The Chairman advised that the Clerk would be unable to attend the next meeting but that Cllr Ms Bailye would minute the meeting
	

	
	
	

	16
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	16.1
	Wednesday June 19 commencing at 7.00 pm
	

	
	
	

	
	There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.39 pm
	


Chairman
19 June 2013
Wednesday 19th June 2013

	PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs M Greenway J Turnbull, Ms R Bailye (Vice Chairman), D Bayliss, P Chapman, Mrs V Richards and 3 members of the public.

Cllrs R Campbell, Mrs Pope and Mrs V Evans (Clerk)


	
	
	Action

	At 7pm Cllr Wasdell welcomed County Cllr David Smith to the meeting who outlined his ‘hot list’ of actions for the Parish:
	

	
	1. Hall Lane – disgusting state, pot holes have now joined together, county have recognised this and intend to resurface whole length starting as soon as possible.
	

	
	2. Springhill Burial ground – work ongoing at the moment relates to telecommunications, it has been paid for (£700,000) by the applicant.  The further agreement for the roundabout has not been signed or paid for yet and no work will start until it has.  
	

	
	3. A new application will be coming forward for crematorium on the site; this was turned down initially, however a new application is being submitted.  Debatable if this will go ahead.  If the opinion of the officer has not changed there will be no point in taking forward to committee and public hearing.  Cllr Smith recommended that we ‘sit on our hands and let it take its course’.
	

	
	4. Gypsy site, application turned down by LDC and sent to appeal by applicant.  Cllr Smith and Cllr Wasdell worked together and objected strongly to inspector.  Application appeal has been called in by government; the reason for this is unknown.  Nothing further has been hear and no indication of when we will hear
	

	
	5. Car boot sales – concern wearing County hat, particularly about the highways issues surrounding this activity.  Officers are monitoring as sales are being moved from site to site.  The monitoring it to make sure they don’t exceed number of events.  They are operating within law at present.
	

	
	6. Community Fund – Cllr Smith has £10k per year in Community Fund to spread geographically between Hammerwich and Canwell so it won’t go that far.  A memorial to mark where Staffordshire Hoard was found would be considered.  Leader of the County Council has said they would be sympathetic to this.  Ought to have an application in for this as soon as possible so Cllr Smith can allocate funds, advised £1,000 would be appropriate.  Cllr Smith went onto say that because next year is the 100 year anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War he would also consider funding any refurbishment required to the war memorial , but Cllr Wasdell clarified that the only memorial within parish is within the church and is well maintained.
	

	
	7
Cllr Smith has had request for funding from Hammerwich Cricket Club as they have had some equipment stolen.  Cllr Bailye commented drew Cllr Smith’s attention to the fact there are other equally deserving groups within village who aren’t so well versed at fundraising.  Cllr Smith said application form is on the County Council website and is easy to complete, he won’t fund revenue and expects some match funding.  Please encourage other groups to apply.  
	

	
	8
Cllr Smith is forming a group called Staffordshire Action, to include all groups that fall within Cllr Smith’s area and the district council to look at all things that fall under the County Council responsibility such as highways, transport, busses, healthcare, etc.  This will give people an opportunity to influence.  Cllr Smith is expecting a neighbourhood plan for every parish within his division, interlinking.  There will be four meeting per year, the first on 15th July; an invitation will be coming shortly.
	

	Cllr Smith then took questions
	

	
	Cllr Wasdell queried if a formal application must come from Parish Council for funding for Hoard? Cllr Smith confirmed this; it important that Hammerwich Parish Council are the lead on this.
	

	
	Cllr Mrs Richards asked if comments that the neighbourhood plans are very costly to bring to fruition had been Cllr Smith’s experience?  Cllr Mrs Richards quoted a figure of  £40 - £50k.  Cllr Smith’s experience of plans bought forward was they had cost nowhere near this level; many plans have been done voluntarily by local people.  Plans  had to follow a certain format to withstand scrutiny and in Stonnal LDC are undertaking some elements now at a cost around £2k with £7k available to bid for to administer the necessary referendum.
	

	Ian Gregory – Springhill:
	

	
	Application for conversion of existing farmhouse to funeral directors has been refused.  An appeal has been lodged 4th June, Mr Gregory and neighbours only found out about this today.  Cllr Smith reported that an application for holiday lets nearby was refused.  There is currently a permanent stop notice (endorsed by LDC), business will not be able to start trading without the island.  This excludes telecommunication work.
	

	
	Mr Gregory went on to say that one of the conditions applied by the inspector during the appeal was the regarding the lighting (10 no. x 12m poles with special lamps to diffuse lighting as in greenbelt).  Unfortunately Staffordshire Highways have now said that as it is less than 10m from existing light area it will require 37 no. x 12m poles with standard lighting.  Mr Gregory has been told by Highways the developer has to pay for the lighting installation but tax payer has to pay for running costs.  Residents will be living with 24 hour light.  Does this regulation have to be applied?
	

	John Wood – Springhill
	

	
	The appeal registered on funeral directors office is to be deal with by written procedures.  Is there any reason why Lichfield has chosen this?  Cllr Smith – it is his understanding that the inspector decides this, not LDC, he would clarify.
	Cllr Smith

	
	Car boot – Visibility splays for entrance and exit to car boot sales.  Can local planning authority serve a direction to take away such activities?  Permitted development rights can be taken away.  This has never been tried and now we have the car boot/field sales capital of the West Midlands, not just on weekends, it presents a danger to people walking the lanes, horse riders, etc.  Monitoring must be taking a lot of employee’s time.  Cllr Smith clarified that residents are monitoring rather than officers on site.
	

	Mr Gregory – car boot signage
	

	
	Signage to car boot sites on 60mph road is only 40m before entrance.  When/if roundabout is constructed this will be down to a single lane.  Cllr Smith – County Highways have been out removing the big cardboard signs, seriously dangerous as distract drivers and often end up in the road there is a penalty for signs.  A lot of traffic park in the lay by, a number of people have been fined for this.  They are not getting away with everything.  
	

	
	Cllr Mrs Greenway commented that her recollection was it had been mentioned in a previous meeting that car boot licences are granted by Tamworth as they are the market town.  Cllr Smith will check this, Cllr Richards thought it was LDC licensing.
	Cllr Smith

	
	Cllr Smith ended discussion 7.40pm
	

	
	
	

	
	Cllr Wasdell reinstated Standing orders after holding a one minute silence Olive Brookes, former member of Parish Council, WI and Sunday school.
	

	
	.
	

	1
	Apologies
	

	1.1
	As above
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
	

	2.1
	Mrs Richards, personal interest Hospital Road playing fields as portfolio member.
	

	
	
	

	3
	Minutes
	

	3.1
	Agreed as a true and accurate record, proposed by Cllr Chapman and seconded by Cllr Bayliss.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Matters Arising (not included as an agenda item)
	

	
	A key had been found but this was not the key to Mansion Drive.
	

	
	
	

	5
	Chairman’s Announcements
	

	
	Appointments to outside bodies had been missed at the last HPC meeting.  Cllr Bailye confirmed she was happy to continue as the representative for the Youth and Community Centre, this was supported by members.  Cllr Wasdell happy to continue on Parish Forum also supported by members.
	

	
	Memorial Service for Olive Brookes 6th July 11.30am Cllr Wasdell will be attending in a formal capacity.
	

	
	Cllr Wasdell has been invited to attend Burntwood Wakes and intends to accept the invitation.
	

	
	
	

	6
	Planning
	

	6.1
	Mrs Evans please send back normal caveat, no objections.
	VE

	6.2
	Weekly List of Licensing applications – none received.
	

	6.3
	Richard King’s response re: Springhill cemetery was discussed during Cllr Smith’s question session.
	

	6.4
	Application from Burntwood Town Council to advertise the wakes, Cllr Wasdell has indicated already that he is happy for this to go ahead.  No contrary views expressed but were pleased to have been consulted.
	

	
	
	

	7
	Update on Local Plan/Neighbourhood Planning
	

	7.1
	Cllr Chapman updated the Council on the Local Plan as the three week debate starts next week.  Cllr Wasdell intends to attend as many sessions as he can, very pertinent is 4th July when this part of district up for full examination.
	

	7.2
	Lichfield Alliance causing problems and there will be a considerable cost to district if the plan fails.  The Council hoped that for the sake of a clear, adopted strategy that the plan is accepted.
	

	
	
	

	8
	Update on Highways and Footpaths.
	1. 

	8.1
	More patching Burntwood Road, Meerash Lane, Stockhay Lane.  Reasonable quality repairs that should last a length of time.  Cllr Richards reported a total resurfacing of pavements on Gorseway, Redfern Drive, Wheatcroft Close, first class work, have cased householders very little inconvenience, excellent job.  Pass on thanks from the Parish to County Highways (Mrs Evans to please send note of thanks on behalf of the Council).
	VE

	8.2
	Cllr Mrs Greenway queried if the whole of Hall Lane would be resurfaced.  Cllr Smith had indicated it was his understand it will be completely resurfaced.  Cllr Bailye had interpreted that after patching it will be top dressed.  It was felt this is classed as resurfacing.  Cllr Turnbull clarified they are to dig out holes to sub-base, fill then tar and grit.  Under railway will be surfaced.  
	

	8.3
	Cllr Wasdell reminded Cllr’s that at the last meeting an offer of a further finger post had been made by a resident however it was found there would be a £40 delivery charge.  Cllr Wasdell suggested HPC purchase three further posts at a cost of £38 each.  Cllr Richards queried if they were needed?  Cllr Wasdell confirmed we do, all will be put up by voluntary labour, confident this offer will again be forthcoming and no charge to the Council.  Cllr Turnbull asked if we are buying more do we get free delivery?  Cllr Richards proposed that HPC purchase three additional finger posts.
	

	
	
	

	9
	Parks and Open Spaces
	

	9.1
	Cllr Wasdell and Mrs Evans met with Neil Turner (LDC) and were satisfied costs under control.  No further progress on land transfer, when completed it was agreed to see if it was possible to get Clubs to take over and take on running costs.  A further meeting in Sept was agreed; hopefully this will be on site.  The issue of dog fouling at Hospital Road and Mansion Drive was raised.  John Smith will ask dog wardens to pay a visit and catch offenders.  Cllr Greenway asked that Oakfield Park also be visited by the dog warden as there is also a problem there.
	VE

	9.2
	Cllr Turnbull gave an explanation of the style and fence, the bottom and middle wires have not and cannot be tensioned.  Cllr Richards will talk to Gary Brownridge (Operational Services); Cllr Turnbull provided a diagram and referred to the British standards required.  There are several things wrong with it.  Would Mr Turnbull be prepared to meet with Gary Brownridge?  Cllr Turnbull would be willing.
	

	9.3
	Cllr Wasdell said there is a possibility that some work may have been done since.  He will check this and liaise with Cllr Richards and Cllr Turnbull.
	VW

	9.4
	Cllr Greenway reported that she and Cllr Campbell had been to investigate the fallen tree as asked at a previous meeting.  There is no problem regarding the tree.  However Cllr Greenway reported problems with the retaining wall that is ‘pile driven’ (supporting whole of bank up to the houses).  There are several parts missing.  Parish Council would be liable for landslide.  The wall is supporting land to the houses adjacent.  Cllr Richards felt we should get an expert opinion on this.  Cllr Greenway strongly felt that if Collis’ ask for the land again the Parish Council should strongly refuse.  Cllr Richards reported this could not happen as the land belongs to LDC and Parish rent for peppercorn rent. 
	

	9.5
	Cllr Wasdell and Cllr Chapman will visit to inspect the condition of the bank.
	VW/RC

	9.6
	Removal of damaged tree branch at Mansion Drive
	

	9.7
	Cllr Bailye reported a tree was damaged at Mansion Tree; it had split down the middle.  Cllr Bailye has removed the fallen part in exchange for the timber.  The rest of the tree is still standing but considered dangerous.  Members happy for 
	

	9.8
	RESOLVED: Cllr Bailye to dispose of and keep the timber in exchange, this is being done on a voluntary basis.  
	

	
	
	

	10
	Public Participation
	

	10.1
	Suspend standing orders – proposed Cllr Richards, seconded Cllr Bayliss.
	

	10.2
	Mr John Wood – Agreed resurfacing of footpaths around Gorseway, Redfern, etc, very welcome.  Commented that the retaining structure at Lawnswood would be very expensive, difference in ground must be 20ft.
	

	10.3
	Mr Wood raised the issue of the change in Council Tax policy in respect of unoccupied properties; a full charge is now levied on unoccupied property - this is affecting some people he knows and no doubt a wider area.  Cllr Smith commented that it was his understanding that this is imposed by Government, LDC has to fall in with this.  Cllr Richards will speak to rating officer to get clarity as to what changes have taken place and to find how many people are affected by this?
	

	10.4
	Resume standing orders – proposed by Cllr Bailye, seconded by Cllr Bayliss.
	

	
	
	

	11
	Correspondence received
	

	11.1
	Mrs Evans has been unable to make the website set up by the former Parish Clerk Mr Harper operative as unable to obtain his password.  Mrs Evans has found an alternative.  Detail appended to papers.  Members asked what the annual cost would be after the one year free website hosting – Mrs Evans to find out please.  Cllr Richards felt it is worth talking with LDC Communications Officer, Cllr Smith reported that Shenstone have recently done this.  Mrs Evans to contact Shenstone Parish Clerk as they have recent experience of this to seek advice and help.  
	VE

	
	
	

	12
	Correspondence sent
	

	12.1
	Letter to Richard King.
	

	
	
	

	13
	Finance
	

	13.1
	Accounts for payment were approved - proposed Cllr Richards, seconded Cllr Chapman.
	

	13.2
	Purchase of 9th Ed, Local Council Administration (£60 as Mrs Evans is a member).  Cllr Bailye commented that we should support Mrs Evans in resources she feels necessary.  Cllr Turnbull has concern it will go out of date as soon as received.  Are free updates offered?  Is there a subscription method of purchase?  Cllr Richards felt Cllr Turnbull is right.  Decision deferred to next meeting.
	

	
	
	

	14
	Members Reports
	

	14.1
	Cllr Greenway reported that the Staffordshire Hoard due to open in August.  Everything is coming along very well and there is a 3D printer.  Unsure of results of consultation but on the whole it is looking very good; some of quotes are going to be used.  Cllr Greenway will keep members informed.  Cllr Wasdell asked that Cllr Smith be kept informed.  Cllr Chapman asked if Brownhills are being kept informed.  Cllr Wasdell has kept Cllr Mrs Cassidy informed of headlines.
	

	14.2
	The tour goes as far as Shrewsbury and West Bromwich.  
	

	14.3
	Cllr Bailye asked if other members had heard that the Parish Magazine will no longer circulate.   Noted with interest.
	

	
	
	

	15
	Any other business
	

	15.1
	Cllr Turnbull had no recollection of planning application for Springhill Cemetery.  Cllr Wasdell confirmed it was fully discussed at Parish Council meeting.  Concluded Cllr Turnbull wasn’t at that particular meeting.  Cllr Turnbull has investigated subsequently online.
	

	15.2
	Second point re: land held up by sheet piling.  Whose land is being retained?  It would be the adjacent land owner.  Cllr Richards feels LDC expert should be asked to investigate.  Cllr Wasdell and Cllr Chapman will investigate in the first instance and decide if it requires further investigation.
	

	15.3
	Cllr Smith was granted permission to comment.  Ask Mrs Evans to approach John Brown at LDC to do land search and clarify ownership of the walkway and retaining bank.  He will do this without charge.   
	VE

	15.4
	Cllr Richards clarified 19th December 2012 application for reception meeting was discussed.  Apologies for absence for Cllrs Mrs and Mr Turnbull.
	

	
	No confidential business.  Meeting declared closed at 8.44pm.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Chairman
17 July 2013

Wednesday 17th July 2013

	PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs M Greenway, R Campbell J Turnbull, , D Bayliss, P Chapman, Mrs V Richards, Mrs V Evans (Clerk)and 3 members of the public.

Cllrs, Mrs Pope and Ms R Bailye (Vice Chairman)


	At 7pm Cllr Wasdell welcomed representatives from South Staffs Water plc and Gallifords.
	

	· The representatives from the water company and the contractors explained that there was a £7.5m programmed being undertaken to refurbish the water supply system and they had come to see the Parish Council to get an insight into concerns with the proposed scheme for Hammerwich
	

	· Cllr Chapman asked if stopcocks were being replaced and he was assured they would be.  A side issue of stopcocks on private drives would, preferably, be addressed by situating a new stopcock in the footway, thereby avoiding having to excavate any drives
	

	· The Chairman asked how the re-laying would be done and was assured that, so far as is possible, the pipes would be laid inside the original pipes by using a technique referred to as “burst out”
	

	· Cllr Bayliss asked how long people might be without water and was advised that the maximum time would be 12 hours and this cut off would only happen after sufficient notice had been given
	

	· Cllr Campbell asked when the works would be started and was advised that the programmed date is early September with completion within 12 weeks
	

	· Cllr Greenway asked what time of day the works would start and was advised that they would commence at 7.00 am on weekdays with a 9.00 am start on Saturdays
	

	· They welcomed the possibility to work weekends in order to shorten the contract period
	

	· Cllrs Chapman and Bayliss were concerned about access and were assured that roads would be kept open using traffic light controls
	

	· Members advised on local bus services which might impinge on the works and they also suggested a potential location for the plant safe at Coppy Nook Lane if the contractor’s preferred location of the Ashmole car park was unavailable
	

	Cllr Chapman also mentioned that there seemed to be a good many leaks and was it possible that some could be from springs and the contractors responded that the refurbishment should establish whether there were any local springs
	

	Cllr Wasdell then reinstated Standing Orders and commenced the Council Meeting
	

	
	.
	Action

	1
	Apologies
	

	1.1
	As above
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
	

	2.1
	Cllrs Mrs Richards, personal interest Hospital Road playing fields as a portfolio holder and Mrs Greenway in her capacity as a member of the travelling exhibition steering group
	

	
	
	

	3
	Minutes
	

	3.1
	Agreed as a true and accurate record, proposed by Cllr Mrs Richards and seconded by Cllr J Turnbull.
	

	
	
	

	4
	Matters Arising (not included as an agenda item)
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	5
	Chairman’s Announcements
	

	5.1
	The Chairman had attended the Memorial Service for Olive Brookes
	

	5.2
	He and Cllr Mrs Richards had attended the inaugural meeting of Action Staffordshire hosted by County Councillor David Smith
	

	
	He would also be attending Burntwood Wakes 
	

	
	
	

	6
	Planning and Licensing
	

	6.1
	Members objected strongly to the application for the retention of a large building at the vehicle dismantlers on the grounds that this was an intrusion in the green belt (13/00691/ret)
	VE

	6.2
	However, Cllrs warmly welcome the application for a change of use to 2 flats over a local store (13/00695/ful) expressing satisfaction that the ground floor shop would be preserved as well
	

	
	
	

	7
	Update on Local Plan/Neighbourhood Planning
	

	7.1
	Cllr Chapman thanked the Chairman for his dedication in attending the LDC Local Plan examination
	

	7.2
	The Chairman advised that developers were pushing hard but that he felt that 2 sites suggested for the green belt would not receive permission
	

	7.3
	He continued with a couple of key points ie there was an increase of 10,000 homes required for the area but that the inspectors felt that LDC was not protecting the fringes of Cannock Chase robustly enough
	

	7.4
	The Chairman and Cllr Chapman felt LDC deserved their support, particularly as there was an emphasis in the plan to develop brownfield sites first
	

	7.5
	There was then a discussion on the merits of commencing a neighbourhood plan but Cllr Campbell (who had seen a presentation by consultants) and others urged a “wait and see” policy which was supported by all present
	

	
	
	

	8
	Update on Highways and Footpaths.
	

	8.1
	Following a donation:
RESOLVED: that 4 more finger posts would be purchased
	VE

	8.2
	Cllr Mrs Greenway raised an issue with regard to kerb laying at the Fishing Pools adjacent to the fishing pools on Coppice Lane and the Clerk was requested to seek further information by contacting SCC   
	VE

	8.3
	Cllr Richards raised the continuing concern with speeds along Hospital Road with interactive signs being one suggestion
	

	8.4
	Cllr Campbell suggested concerted efforts by the police would be needed to back up any signs but Cllr Turnbull felt that a combination of speed camera signs and interactive units was very effective
	

	9
	Parks and Open Spaces
	

	9.1
	The Clerk advised that the lease she had been asked to investigate had appeared to have lapsed in 1996 and so she suggested this matter should be rectified to which Cllrs agreed
	VE

	9.2
	Gary Brownridge of LDC attended the meeting to confirm the details of the Service Level Agreement that the Council has with LDC
	

	9.3
	He pointed out that one advantage of the SLAs was that any extras would be undertaken at a known  contract unit price
	

	9.4
	He further pointed out that the SLA was climate responsive and expected that this year there would be no need for all the programmed cuts due to the slowdown of grass growth in the hot weather
	

	9.5
	Cllr Mrs Richards indicated that a local sports team would be interested in taking over the Hospital Road Playing fields once the land issue had been settled
	

	
	
	

	10
	The Staffordshire Hoard
	

	10.1
	Members expressed a wish to wait to hear Dr Sharpe expand on the need for a £100 for the community centre
	

	10.2
	Having heard (in public participation) that the funding would go mainly on insurance:

RESOLVED: to grant £100 to the community centre in support of the travelling exhibition
	

	10.3
	Cllr Mrs Greenway advised that Tom Hobbes of SCC would be co-ordinating publicity
	

	10.4
	There was some discussion with regard to the siting and design of a commemorative sign featuring an Anglo Saxon design
	

	10.5
	Cllr Chapman suggested involving local schools in the design of any marker
	

	
	
	

	11
	Public Participation
	

	11.1
	Cllr Richards, seconded Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed suspend standing orders which was agreed
	

	11.2
	As mentioned above Dr Sharpe explained the need for grant funding
	

	11.3
	Mr Gregory wished to offer some background information on the planning application at Barracks Lane and Cllrs thanked him for this information but advised that they had to remain impartial in evaluating planning applications
	

	11.4
	Cllr Richards, seconded Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed reinstating standing orders which was agreed
	

	
	
	

	12
	Correspondence received
	

	12.1
	None – other than that which relates to items in the finance section
	

	
	
	

	13
	Correspondence sent
	

	13.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	14
	Finance
	

	14.1
	Accounts for payment were approved - proposed Cllr Bayliss, seconded Cllr Mrs Richards
	

	14.2
	Cllr Mrs Greenway and Cllr Mrs Richards proposed the purchase of Charles Arnold Baker 9th edition, as discussed at the last meeting
RESOLVED: to purchase 
	

	14.3
	The purchase of Parish Online was deferred
	

	14.4
	The Clerk suggested that, in order to protect PC land from encroachment, all the parcels of land that it owned should be registered but Members requested an accurate estimate of cost first
	VE

	14.5
	Members were given copies of the bank reconciliation
	

	
	
	

	15
	Members Reports
	

	15.1
	Cllr Mrs Richards advised the meeting of the action taken by Chris Hibbs, enforcement officer at LDC who had, again, written to the police for assistance in restricting the nuisance created by these events
	

	15.2
	Cllr Mrs Richards advised that in total, there were 9 car boot sale sites in the parish  and LDC would welcome any opinions from the public on the acceptability or otherwise of these events
	

	
	
	

	15
	Any other business
	

	15.1
	Cllr Bayliss proposed that the Chairman and Vice Chair have delegated powers to cover the recess.  This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Richards 
	

	15.2
	RESOLVED: to delegate powers to Chairman and Vice Chair for the period of the recess
	

	
	
	

	16
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	16.1
	18 September 
	


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.50 pm

Chairman

18 September 2013

Monday 5 August 2013
Extraordinary Meeting of the Council

	PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs M Greenway, R Campbell J Turnbull, D Bayliss, Mrs Pope, Mrs V Evans (Clerk)and 1 member of the public.

Cllr P Chapman

	
	
	

	
	
	Action

	1
	Apologies
	

	1.1
	As above
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
	

	2.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	3
	Planning Applications for consideration
	

	3.1
	The Chairman called for the suspension of Standing Orders to allow the member of the public to speak.  This resolution was proposed by Cllr Mrs Greenway and seconded by Cllr Mrs Pope.
	

	3.2
	Mr Gregory addressed the meeting on behalf of his fellow residents and left a summary of their complaints with the Council which will be appended to these minutes
	

	3.3
	Cllrs Mrs Greenway and Mrs Pope proposed and seconded reinstating Standing Orders and the meeting considered 3 planning applications
	

	3.4
	13/00627/COU
	

	
	The Parish Council objects to this application for the following reasons:
1. The application is, clearly, from all the documents included, for the change of use of an existing building.  The Council can see no evidence that the applicant can prove his claim that the existing building is of such permanent and substantial construction that it would allow for the projected use.   The Council would have expected the applicant to have provided such surveys and assessments as are necessary to prove the building is capable of the projected use with his application.  The Council believes that such evidence should be requested for the application to be determined.  The guidance in the NPPF (para 89) with regard to protecting the green belt would, as we understand it, preclude the demolition and replacement of the existing building, other than to retain the existing agricultural use.  
2. The application site did not form part of the cemetery application (09/00069/FULM) and is, consequently, agricultural land in Green Belt.  

3. The applicant implies that the presence of the cemetery ‘next door’ to this application makes a land use connection which does not exist.  The Council considers the construction of a mausoleum on agricultural land to be wholly inappropriate.

4. The Council assumes that the permission for the change of use to a cemetery relied on the preservation of the openness of the Breen Belt.  A mausoleum building, wherever located, would challenge this fundamental aim of Green Belt policy in the Council’s opinion.

5. In making references to the adjoining cemetery the applicant ignores the cemetery appeal condition 22, restricting opening hours, and the Council cannot support any contravention of the hours as set out by the Planning Inspectorate.

6. The Council is of the opinion that this matter should not be decided under delegated powers and intends to ask its district Councillors to ensure this matter is decided by Members
7. Lastly, the Council would assume that LDC’s Environmental Health Department has been consulted on this matter, as a mausoleum might create gases/effluent which could impact on the environment
	

	3.5
	13/00734/FUL 35 Stockhay Lane
	

	
	With the change of use, there would seem to be no way to access the garage located in the garden but the Council will rely on the officer recommendations for design guidelines
	

	3.6
	12/00713/FUL 69 Lawnswood Avenue
	

	
	The Council assumes this application has been made because the overall volume of extensions would exceed permitted development.  However, the Council has no objections as it is not aware of any concerns raised by immediate neighbours
	

	4
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	4.1
	18 September 2013
	


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.00 pm

Chairman

18 September 2013

Wednesday 18th September 2013

	PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs M Greenway, R Campbell J Turnbull, D Bayliss, P Chapman, Mrs V Richards, Mrs Pope, B Wilson and Mrs V Evans (Clerk)and 2 members of the public.

Cllr and Mrs R Bailye Hawkins (Vice Chairman)


	
	.
	Action

	1
	Apologies
	

	1.1
	As above
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
	

	2.1
	Cllr Wilson as a serving member of LDC Planning Committee
	

	
	
	

	3
	Approval to Minutes of 17 July and 5 August
	

	3.1
	Cllr Chapman proposed and Cllr Mrs Pope seconded the signing of both sets of minutes which were approved as an accurate record
	

	
	
	

	4
	Matters Arising (not included as an agenda item)
	

	
	None
	

	
	
	

	5
	Chairman’s Announcements
	

	5.1
	The Chairman reported that he had attended Burntwood Wakes
	

	5.2
	He then expressed thanks to Cllr Mrs Greenway for her work on the Staffordshire Hoard Steering Committee
	

	5.3
	He thanked Mr Colson for his contribution to making the event the success that it was – attracting some 600 visitors and he also thanked Dr Sharpe for co-ordinating the arrangements for the exhibition
	

	5.4
	Lastly, the Chairman was pleased to advise that Cllr Ms Bailye had recently married and everyone offered their best wishes for a long and happy marriage
	

	
	
	

	6
	Planning and Licensing
	

	6.1
	Planning application 13/00939/cou
	

	6.2
	RESOLVED; to reiterate previous comments
	VE

	6.3
	The Chairman thanked Cllr Turnbull for representing the Parish at LDC Planning Committee
	

	6.4
	He felt that because of that representation and the support of Cllrs Wilson and Smith (SCC), for the Parish position, that this application was refused
	

	
	
	

	7
	Update on Local Plan/Neighbourhood Planning
	

	7.1.1
	Cllr Chapman advised the meeting that the interim report was wholly supported of the protection of the green belt and, insofar as development is planned in Hammerwich, brownfield sites have been allocated
	

	7.1.2
	He expressed the view that this could not have gone any better
	

	7.1.3
	Cllr Chapman asked that a discussion on the initiation of a neighbourhood plan and that the matter is on the next Agenda
	VE

	7.2.1
	Cllr Mrs Greenway raised the matter of items of concern on the planning inspection report
	

	7.2.2
	The meeting felt that, at the moment, the advice was precautionary and did not warrant immediate action
	

	7.2.3
	However, Members suggested that the Clerk contact the manufacturer as it appeared that some warnings related to design faults
	

	7.2.4
	Members also suggested contacting Spencer Duvall of LDC as project manager for the scheme
	VE

	7.2.5
	It was suggested that the Clerk investigate the installation of 2 signs at Hospital Rd and one at Mansion Drive and Cllr Chapman volunteered to be the named contact
	VE/PC

	7.2.6
	Cllr Turnbull reported that he was still dissatisfied with the repairs to the fencing at Hospital Rd Playing Fields
	VE

	7.2.7
	The Chairman advised Members that the extra finger posts had been planted and he and the Cllrs expressed their thanks to Mr Colson, Mr Willett and Mr Walker for their help in installing the finger posts
	VE

	7.2.8
	The Chairman also advised that he was seeking volunteers to undertake some footpath clearance
	

	7.2.9
	He also advised that SSW had commenced the progamme of drain replacements and all seemed to be going well
	

	7.3.1
	Cllr Mrs Greenway again raised the issue of traffic speeds on Hospital Rd
	

	7.3.2
	The Clerk replied that she had contacted SCC but had so far had no response 
	

	7.3.3
	The Clerk would send a further request
	VE

	7.3.4
	Cllr Mrs Richards supported Cllr Mrs Greenway as she also feared for children having to cross this very busy road
	

	7.3.5
	Cllr Mrs Greenway also suggested contacting the Police to see if they were able to do anything
	

	7.3.6
	Cllr Mrs Greenway also felt that thanks were due to SCC highways for their recent remedial works.
	

	7.3.7
	She continued that they demonstrated exceptional care and attention when they were working outside the riding school in Hammerwich children’s by showing the children how the equipment worked
	

	7.4.1
	Given the intention to commence a Neighbourhood Plan, it was felt that Cllr Mrs Bailye Hawkins might be the ideal person to lead on this
	

	
	
	

	8
	Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
	

	8.1
	The Clerk advised that the internal auditor had reported that the Council’s Standing Orders and Financial Regulations need to be updated
	

	8.2
	The Clerk advised that she had obtained the latest model version and would circulate her simplified version of it for Members consideration
	

	
	
	

	9
	Update on Lease between LDC and HPC at land off Queen St
	

	9.1
	The Clerk had previously advised that a lease between LDC and HPC had effectively expired in 1996
	

	9.2
	Co-incidentally, the Clerk had turned up a letter from Ansons Solicitors in which the matter had been raised.
	

	9.3
	As a first response, Cllr Mrs Richards is to ask if some written update on the status of the lease could be prepared by LDC
	VR

	
	
	

	10
	Update on Registering Council Land
	

	10.1
	The Clerk was requested to report back on registering Council held land and  can advise that the cost of registering each piece of open space land would be £30.
	VE

	10.2
	Ansons have indicated that there fee would be £200 and the cost for individual parcels would be £40
	

	10.3
	RESOLVED: to register those pieces of land, large enough to merit protection
	VE

	
	
	

	11
	Request for dog/general waste bin on Highfields Rd
	

	11.1
	The Clerk has received a residents request for the installation of a litter bin and dog fouling bin along the path that runs from Highfields Rd to Brooklands Rd
	

	11.2
	Members felt this matter might have arisen due to the opening of a new supermarket 
	

	11.3
	Cllr Mrs Richards offered to inspect the location, together with the Chairman and they would report back 
	

	
	
	

	12
	Public Participation
	

	12.1
	Cllr Mrs Greenway moved to suspend standing orders and Cllr Mrs Richards seconded
	

	12.2
	A Burntwood resident echoed the concerns of Councillors with regard to Hospital Road.
	

	12.3
	The Chairman advised that as Cllr Smith (SCC) was in attendance, he was sure that Cllr Smith would follow up on this matter and as discussed earlier in the meeting 
	

	12.4
	The meeting discussed the best time for monitoring – 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm and weekends
	

	12.5
	There was also a discussion on the installation of a pedestrian crossing which the Council had asked for and had been refused on the grounds that there was no suitable location.
	

	12.6
	Members felt that perhaps the best way forward would be to ask SCC to undertake a safety audit
	VE

	12.7
	Members noted that the resident had contacted her local MP
	

	12.8
	Mr Colson reported that the Black Brook bridge at the junction of f/ps 6 and 17 was unsafe
	VE

	12.9
	Rev L Hood advised the meeting that although there was now no Hammerwich Parish newsletter, they would be contributing to one produced by Burntwood and would welcome any contributory articles
	

	12.10
	Cllr Smith updated members on the situation at Springhill Cemetery and suggested that the Council vigorously pursue this matter
	

	12.11
	He updated members on the S278 agreement and the situation with the street lighting
	

	12.12
	He also reminded Members of the benefits of defining a neighbourhood plan and offered the assistance of sight of the Stonnall Plan
	

	12.13
	He advised that Network Rail had cleared the culvert under the bridge at Hall Lane which would hopefully alleviate the flooding
	

	12.14
	He also touched on his group “Action Staffordshire” and suggested that he could match fund highway improvements which may help with the situation in Hospital Rd
	

	12.15
	Cllr Mrs Greenway 
	

	12.16
	Cllr Mrs Richards advised the meeting of the ongoing problem with car boot sales and the practice of splitting a field to obtain more licences
	

	12.17
	Sites at Barracks Lane and Pouk Lane were identified for Cllr Mrs Richards to bring to the attention of Chris Hibbs of LDC Planning enforcement
	VR

	12.18
	Cllr Mrs Greenway thanked the Chairman for mentioning her service on the Steering Committee for the Hoard exhibition, an experience which she had thoroughly enjoyed
	

	12.19
	Cllr Bayliss moved the reinstatement of Standing Orders and Cllr Mrs Greenway seconded
	

	
	
	

	13
	Correspondence Received
	

	13.1
	The Clerk reported on correspondence received
	

	
	
	

	14
	Correspondence sent
	

	14.1
	None 
	

	
	
	

	15
	Finance
	

	15.1
	Accounts for payment for August/September were approved 
	

	15.2
	The Bank reconciliation was presented to members under the new format who expressed themselves content with the information contained in it
	

	15.3
	RESOLVED: To reactivate the Parish Council website using an SCC host
	

	15.4
	The Council had received a negative report for last year’s audit
	

	
	
	

	16
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	16.1
	16 October 2013
	


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.57pm

Chairman

16 October 2013

Wednesday 16th October 2013

	PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs M Greenway, J Turnbull, P Chapman, Mrs Pope, and Mrs V Evans (Clerk) and 5 members of the public.

Cllrs Mrs R Bailye Hawkins (Vice Chairman), R Campbell, D Bayliss, B Wilson, Mrs V Richards


	
	.
	Action

	1
	Apologies
	

	1.1
	As above
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
	

	2.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	3
	Approval to Minutes of 17 July and 5 August
	

	3.1
	Cllr Chapman proposed and Cllr Mrs Pope seconded the signing of both sets of minutes which were approved as an accurate record
	

	
	
	

	4
	Matters Arising (not included as an agenda item)
	

	4.1
	The Chairman reported that he and Cllr Mrs Richards had inspected the road concerned and concluded that the installation of a litter bin would actually be detrimental to at least one householder
	

	4.2
	Independently the Clerk had also ascertained that the matter would not be an HPC responsibility
	

	
	
	

	5
	Chairman’s Announcements
	

	5.1
	The Chairman reported that he will attend the Remembrance Service on 10 November 2013 as the HPC representative
	

	5.2
	The Chairman advised that he had been approached by Cllr David Smith with a request for a £100 contribution to a traffic monitoring scheme which he wished to initiate
	

	5.3
	Members felt they had identified at least one high profile highway problem and that perhaps the money might be better spent contributing to speed mitigation measures on this road
	

	5.4
	Members asked the Chairman to feedback their comments and to seek further clarification on the aims of the scheme
	

	
	
	

	6
	Planning and Licensing
	

	6.1
	Cllrs had no objections to planning application 13/00959/ful
	VE

	6.2
	With regard to the appeals at Barracks Lane and Springhill Cemetery Cllrs reiterated their intention not to add to their already expressed objections
	

	6.3
	It was impossible to comment on the SCC planning application at Anglesey Close, Burntwood as the embedded link was completely unrelated to the application
	

	6.4
	Cllrs asked the Clerk to feedback their disappointment in the quality of SCC’s planning application site
	

	
	
	

	7
	Update on Local Plan/Neighbourhood Planning
	

	7.1.
	With Lichfield District Council’s Local Plan on the verge of being accepted, Cllr Chapman proposed that HPC needs now to consider a Neighbourhood Plan
	

	7.1.2
	Members agreed and asked the Clerk to book a room to initiate the process and also to seek a copy of a model questionnaire
	VE

	7.1.3
	Members suggested the last Wednesday in November for the first meeting
	

	7.2.
	No matters were raised with regard to Parks and Open Spaces
	

	7.3.
	This matter was promoted on the Agenda to allow Adam Taylor from SSWC to address the meeting with regard to the water supply pipe installation
	

	7.3.1
	Cllr Mrs M Greenway proposed that Standing Orders be suspended and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs Pope 
	

	7.3.2
	Mr Taylor gave details of the remainder of the programme and also assured Members that the damage caused to the Village Green by an HGV would be repaired by SSWC
	VE

	7.3.3
	Cllr Mrs Greenway asked if the replacement would go out as far as Muckley Corner and was told that it would go as far as the Duck Pond.
	

	7.3.4
	The Chairman asked about the notification time for Mill Lane and was advised that this would be 24 hours
	

	7.3.5
	Cllr Chapman again asked about those stopcocks which were on private property or on land in Coppy Nook Lane which was owned by SCC
	

	7.3.6
	As Standing Orders were not operative, Mrs Wasdell asked about earthing and was advised to contact a plumber if she had any concerns
	

	7.3.7
	The Chairman then advised that there had been very positive feedback for SSWC operatives and the scheme itself.  In particular, Mrs Frankham at the Post Office thanked everyone for their assistance with keeping the business open and with the notification of information 
	

	7.3.8
	The Chairman observed that the longstanding problem at Pingle Lane seems much improved but Cllr Turnbull commented that this may turn out to be a temporary state of affairs
	

	7.3.9
	Cllr Mrs Greenway moved to reinstate Standing Orders which was seconded by Cllr Mrs Pope and Agenda continued with Planning and Licensing
	

	
	
	

	7.4
	The following matters were identified for the next Agenda:

Cllr Smith’s proposal for a survey of traffic movements on minor roads
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
	

	
	
	

	8
	Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
	

	8.1
	Members decided to defer this matter as they had so many apologies for this meeting
	

	
	
	

	9
	Public Participation 
	

	9.1
	Cllr Mrs Pope proposed suspending standing orders and Cllr Turnbull
	

	9.2
	Reverend Hood thanked the Chairman for this intended attendance at the Remembrance Service
	

	9.3
	Members of the public, having listened to the discussion on the traffic survey, expressed some doubt as to how researchers would ascertain the ultimate destination of passing motorists
	

	9.4
	Cllr Mrs Greenway moved the reinstatement of Standing Orders and Cllr Turnbull seconded
	

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence Received
	

	10.1
	Booklets from SCC on the Staffordshire Hoard Travelling Exhibition
	

	
	
	

	11
	Correspondence sent
	

	11.1
	Query with regard to the creation of a new PC website
	

	
	
	

	12
	Finance
	

	12.1
	Accounts for payment for October were approved and authorisation signed by the Chairman
	

	12.2
	Bank statements and an accounts printout had been checked by the Chairman but were also available for Members to inspect
	

	12.3
	Members were apprised to the draft budget prepared by the Clerk which would be discussed further at the next meeting
	

	12.4
	Members were advised of new terms and conditions for the insurance renewal
	

	12.4.1
	Members requested clarification of a couple of matters and deferred a decision to the next meeting
	

	12.5
	Members felt that a larger number should be present to take a firm decision on a new website and also deferred this matter
	

	12.6
	LDC had asked if Members could advise whether they wished the Band D formula for the mitigation grant to be used again or if this year, it should be based on precept share
	

	12.6.1
	Members felt that the Band D system was more equitable

RESOLVED: to advise LDC to maintain the status quo
	

	
	
	

	16
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	16.1
	20 November 2013
	


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.23 pm

Chairman

20 November 2013

Wednesday 20th November 2013

	PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs M Greenway, J Turnbull, P Chapman, Mrs Pope, Mrs R Bailye (Vice Chairman), R Campbell, D Bayliss, Mrs V Richards, Mrs V Evans (Clerk) and 5 members of the public.



	
	.
	Action

	1
	Apologies
	

	1.1
	As above
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
	

	2.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	3
	Approval to Minutes of 17 July and 5 August
	

	3.1
	The heading “apologies” had been moved leading to confusion as to who was present and absent
	

	3.2
	Save for that correction, the minutes were proposed by Cllr Mrs Pope and seconded by Cllr P Chapman as a true record
	

	3.3
	RESOLVED: to sign the minutes as a true record
	

	
	
	

	4
	Matters Arising (not included as an agenda item)
	

	4.1
	Cllr Mrs Bailye asked if there was any update on the damage repair to the village green
	

	4.2
	The Chairman reiterated that he had been assured that either the contractors or SSWC would fully reinstate
	

	
	
	

	5
	Chairman’s Announcements
	

	5.1
	The Chairman reminded members of Cllr Mrs Bailye’s consideration of resigning as Vice Chair because she felt that she had not been giving enough time to the role
	

	5.1.1
	During discussion, Cllr Chapman asked the Chair if he felt he was not being sufficiently supported and the Chairman declared he had not had any problems in that regard
	

	5.1.2
	The Clerk advised that Council was not required to appoint a Vice Chair 
	

	5.1.3
	On receipt of this advice, Cllrs felt that offered an opportunity for Cllr Mrs Bailye to remain as Vice Chair and all declared themselves ready to assist in any way required to support Mrs Bailye
	

	5.2


	The Chairman reported that he had attended the Remembrance Service on 10 November 2013 as the HPC representative
	

	5.2.1


	He further reported that he had been pleased to see so many young people in attendance and he had been impressed Reverend Hood’s engagement with the whole congregation 
	

	5.2.2
	He advised that he would attend Burntwood Carol Service as the PC representative
	

	
	
	

	6
	Planning and Licensing
	

	6.1
	Cllr Mrs Bailye asked if the Gypsy and Traveller provision was separate from this consultation and the Chairman indicated that it was 
	

	6.1.1
	Cllr Chapman advised that there would be another consultation on housing commencing in January but there were not any anticipated changes for the parish
	

	6.1.2
	Cllr Mrs Greenway expressed concern about press reports on the relaxation of planning laws and the Chairman echoed her concerns
	

	6.1.3
	Cllr Mrs Greenway asked about a reported challenge to the LDC Planning approvals by Burntwood Town Council but Cllr Campbell indicated that it was not so much a challenge but a concern that developer’s seemed to be achieving greater success in their applications 
	

	6.1.4
	Cllr Mrs Greenway also expressed concern with regard to Green Belt development but Cllr Bayliss felt some rumours about this were purely malicious
	

	6.1.5
	The Chairman closed the discussion on this matter by observing that developers had greater opportunities in those areas where, unlike, LDC the Local Authority had not produced an updated Local Plan
	

	6.2
	Cllrs had no objections to planning application 13/00116ful
	

	
	
	

	7
	Update on Local Plan/Neighbourhood Planning
	

	7.1.
	The Chairman advised the meeting of the arrangements for the proposed inaugural meeting of a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Committee
	

	7.1.2
	Some Council Members felt some volunteers may be being excluded but the Chairman reminded the meeting that there would be full consultation throughout the process and, also, that a steering group of perhaps 30 people would be impossible to co-ordinate
	

	7.1.3
	The Clerk advised Members that the Committee Room only had a capacity of 12
	

	7.1.4
	Members continued to express reservations and it was suggested by Cllrs Chapman and Mrs Richards that Clare Eggington of LDC should be invited to the meeting to offer advice
	VE

	7.1.5
	The Clerk was requested to forward a copy plan and suggested process that she had obtained, together with a suggested agenda for the meeting for Members’ consideration
	VE

	7.2
	Cllr Mrs Greenway reported that youngsters had been captured on phone cam trying to break down fencing at Hospital Rd but that they had rapidly scattered when they heard the phone cam switched on 
	

	7.2.1
	She also reported an incidence of dog fouling and was advised by Cllr Mrs Richards to contact Environmental Health 
	

	7.2.2
	Cllr Mrs Richards advised that any information about the timing of the incidents would be useful to LDC to maximise their chances of successfully catching the dog owner
	

	7.2.3
	Cllr Chapman reported that he had been contacted by a lady with regard to a tree on the junction of Larkspur Avenue with Warren Road
	

	7.2.4
	Cllr Mrs Richards advised that LDC will be marking the centenary of the start of the first world war with poppy planting and she raised the issue as some parishes were already asking what they could do
	

	7.3
	The Chairman advised of a work schedule to the end of the SSWC contract works
	

	7.3.1
	He further advised that the contractors would like to attend the December meeting for any feedback with regard to the works
	

	7.3.2
	Cllr Campbell commented that he felt they had been the best of contractors in terms of both work and customer care 
	

	7.4
	Items for the next Agenda were:

Suggestions for marking the centenary of the outbreak of WW1
	

	
	
	

	8
	Review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations
	

	8.1
	RESOLVED: to accept draft Standing Orders and Financial Regulations for institution at the next meeting
	

	
	
	

	9
	Response to RoSPA Play Equipment Report and Action Required
	

	9.1
	Cllr Turnbull remained concerned that the RoSPA report contained warnings of failures of equipment design
	

	9.2
	However, Cllr Chapman expressed his confidence in Spencer Duvall and Steve Langston of LDC who had been responsible for the equipment installation
	

	9.3
	The majority view was that the Council should continue to monitor but need take no further action at this time
	

	
	
	

	10
	Public Participation 
	

	10.1
	Cllr Mrs Bailye proposed suspending standing orders and Cllr Mrs Greenway seconded 
	

	10.2
	Members of the public had no matters which they wished to raise so Cllr Mrs Bailye moved the reinstatement of Standing Orders Cllr Mrs Greenway seconded
	

	
	
	

	11
	Correspondence Received
	

	11.1
	Notification of a consultation on the Greater Birmingham LEP of which LDC was a partner
	

	11.2
	Cllr Mrs Richards was able to give an overview of the GBLEP and reassure Members that Birmingham was not able to make a land grab in Lichfield, which may not be totally clear on GBLEP website
	

	11.3
	The Clerk was requested to forward the consultation link to Members
	VE

	11.4
	A letter from the War Memorials Trust on help available for conservation, which, Members advised was not necessary in Hammerwich as their memorial was inside the church
	

	
	
	

	12
	Correspondence sent
	

	12.1
	The Clerk advised Members that as she was about to send out an order for playing field signs, she realised the company had quoted for one sign and not 4 as she had requested.
	

	12.2
	With the consequent increase in price, the Clerk asked Members if they felt that 2 signs would be satisfactory, rather than the 4 originally envisaged.
	

	12.3
	Members agreed that 2 would be satisfactory
	

	
	
	

	13
	Finance
	

	13.1
	Accounts for payment for November were approved and authorisation signed by the Chairman
	

	13.2
	Bank statements and an accounts printout had been provided for Members which reconciled to the 9 November statement
	

	13.3
	Members deferred discussion of the draft budget but requested that the Clerk resend to Members by email
	

	13.4
	RESOLVED: to renew the Council’s insurance with Zurich Municipal and to take advantage of a small reduction in premium which was offered in return for a 3 year agreement 
	

	13.5
	RESOLVED: to set up a new PC website at an initial cost of £470
	

	13.6
	The Clerk advised that she had responded to the LDC consultation on the mitigation grant in line with the expressed views of Members ie to retain the status quo
	

	13.7
	Land Registry Fees were approved for the registration application for Triangle and the Greenfields Estate
	

	
	
	

	14
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	14.1
	18 December 2013
	


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.17 pm

_______________________________

Chairman

18 December 2013

Wednesday 18 December 2013

	PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs M Greenway, J Turnbull, Mrs Pope, Mrs R Bailye (Vice Chairman), R Campbell, D Bayliss, Mrs V Richards, Mrs V Evans (Clerk) and 5 members of the public.

P Chapman

	
	.
	Action

	1
	Apologies
	

	1.1
	As above
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
	

	2.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	3
	Approval to Minutes of Last Meeting
	

	3.1
	The minutes were proposed by Cllr Mrs Bailye and seconded by Cllr R Campbell as a true record
	

	3.2
	RESOLVED: to sign the minutes as a true record
	

	
	
	

	4
	Matters Arising (not included as an agenda item)
	

	4.1
	To note that the new Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were now operative
	

	
	
	

	5
	Chairman’s Announcements
	

	5.1
	The Chairman advised Members that he had attended the Salvation Army Carol service on 13 December, that he attended Burntwood Town Council service on 15 December and that he would be attending the Hammerwich Service on Sunday evening
	

	5.2
	There was an open invitation to this candlelit service
	

	
	
	

	6
	Planning and Licensing
	

	6.1
	No applications or licences to consider  
	

	6.2
	The Chairman confirmed the refusal of the planning appeal for a funeral directors to be located at Springhill Farm
	

	
	
	

	7
	Members Reports
	

	7.1.
	The Chairman advised the members that a steering group meeting for the Neighbourhood Plan had taken place on 29 November and the next meeting would take place on 27 January
	

	7.1.2
	The Chairman also  advised that the PC would need to cover initial costs, which at present, only amounted to £20 for room hire
	

	7.1.3
	RESOLVED: to cover initial costs
	

	7.1.4
	Cllr Mrs Bailye asked if LDC had attended this meeting and the Chairman replied that they had not been able to send anyone
	

	7.1.5
	However, the Chairman was able to advise that LDC had indicated a willingness to assist once the steering group had firmed up its ambitions for the plan
	

	7.2
	Cllr Mrs Richards reported that the tree she had been asked to inspect did not seem a danger
	

	7.2.1
	However, Members requested the Clerk to contact Gareth Hare or Portia Howe to confirm if remedial work was needed 
	

	7.2.3
	The Chairman asked if all had read the email from the Clerk to the effect that the land transfer at Hospital Road had been completed
	

	7.2.4
	All indicated they were aware of the contents all were equally relieved that, at last, there was some movement with regard to this matter
	

	7.2a
	Members were supportive of the idea of a poppy field memorial and suggested sites within the Parish ownership but,  after discussion, the Chairman was initially asked to investigate whether a local farmer had a field he could dedicate
	VW

	7.3
	It was proposed and seconded by Cllrs Mrs Bailye and Campbell that Standing Orders be suspended to allow the representatives of SSW and Gallaghers to address the meeting with regard to the recent water main replacement
	

	7.3.1
	The contractors were able to confirm that the bulk of the contract had been completed on time but that, as a result of representations with regard to the potential disruption, Mill Lane would not be completed until January next year
	

	7.3.2
	They confirmed that they would repair all damaged verges and they advised that under NRSWA conditions, their work was guaranteed for 2 years. 
	

	7.3.3
	The advised that the roads would be swept before the contractors left 
	

	7.3.4
	The Chairman was able to advise that feedback concerning the work was overwhelmingly positive apart from the loss of electrical power in Hall Lane and the intermittent failure of the temporary traffic lights
	

	7.3.5
	He particularly made mention that Mrs Frankham, the Post Mistress, was very grateful for all the assistance in keeping the office open for business
	

	7.3.6
	The contractors responded that somewhere in the village was a radio control with the same frequency as the lights, which was preventing their functioning correctly.
	

	7.3.7
	On occasion, this had led to the contractors using pilot cars to get the traffic through the one lane sections
	

	7.3.8
	As to the power loss, the contractors advised that the plans provided, by both the electric and gas utilities, had been incorrect and as the cable detector cannot detect plastic cables had been cut
	

	7.3.9
	Cllr Mrs Baily asked about the problems which were experienced in Burntwood Rd and the contractor responded that with the new smooth bore pipes, there was an increased flow which was possibly putting pressure on the older domestic pipework system, but this might, unfortunately, be a customer problem
	

	7.3.10
	SSW advised that they would send their plumber to investigate
	

	7.3.11
	Cllr Mrs Greenway asked how they stood in relation to the fact that their drives were part owned by SCC.
	

	7.3.12
	The contractors acknowledged that this was an unusual situation and they would investigate by sending a rep to see Cllr Mrs Greenway after Christmas
	

	7.3.13
	Cllr Campbell wished to put on record the quality of work, the politeness and the interest in people’s problems shown by the contracting team
	

	7.3.14

7.3.15

7.3.16

7.3.17

7.4
	The contractors expressed their pleasure on behalf of their Hungarian, Lithuanian and Irish on site team members

Cllrs Mrs Richards, seconded by Cllr Mrs Greenway, proposed the reinstatement of Standing Orders after the Chairman had thanked the contractors representatives and wished them a Merry Christmas

It was reported that footpaths 9,10,11,18 and 19 were impassable and the Clerk was requested to contact SCC,as this was leading to conflict with landowners as people sought to use created routes to bypass the obstructions, as on footpath 11 and also the footpath at Hospital Rd
Cllr Mrs Greenway reminded the meeting that speed enforcement would commence on Hospital Rd and Cllr Mrs Richards expressed the hope that this would prove to SCC that further measures were needed

The Chairman raised the issue of the Boundary Commission’s review into Lichfield District Council and the Clerk was asked to forward the latest details so that Members could acquaint themselves with the details so that this matter could be discussed at the next agenda
	VE

VE

	7.5
	Cllr Mrs Richards advised that LDC recommended the status quo but it seemed likely that the Boundary Commission would recommend change based purely on numbers represented by one Councillor
	

	
	
	

	8
	Public Participation 
	

	8.1
	County Cllr Smith was in attendance and again made a request for Hammerwich to join a parish coalition to help him establish traffic volume and movements in this area of the county
	

	8.2
	Members agreed to consider this matter at their next agenda, after hearing Cllr Smith say that any information gathered, whilst not directly used for planning purposes, might prove a lever to initiate investigations by county highways as to the road/traffic implication associated with planning applications
	VE

	8.3
	Members, for their part, advised Cllr Smith that they did not think they would qualify for the “pinch point” funding he had earlier referred to as the problems in Hammerwich were all speed related
	

	8.4
	They also noted that some problems had been cured by realigning and con
	

	
	
	

	9
	Response to RoSPA Play Equipment Report and Action Required
	

	9.1
	Cllr Turnbull remained concerned that the RoSPA report contained warnings of failures of equipment design
	

	9.2
	However, Cllr Chapman expressed his confidence in Spencer Duvall and Steve Langston of LDC who had been responsible for the equipment installation
	

	9.3
	The majority view was that the Council should continue to monitor but need take no further action at this time
	

	
	
	

	10
	Public Participation
	

	10.1
	Cllr Mrs Bailye proposed suspending standing orders and Cllr Mrs Greenway seconded 
	

	10.2
	Members of the public had no matters which they wished to raise so Cllr Mrs Bailye moved the reinstatement of Standing Orders Cllr Mrs Greenway seconded
	

	
	
	

	11
	Correspondence Received
	

	11.1
	Notification of a consultation on the Greater Birmingham LEP of which LDC was a partner
	

	11.2
	Cllr Mrs Richards was able to give an overview of the GBLEP and reassure Members that Birmingham was not able to make a land grab in Lichfield, which may not be totally clear on GBLEP website
	

	11.3
	The Clerk was requested to forward the consultation link to Members
	VE

	11.4
	A letter from the War Memorials Trust on help available for conservation, which, Members advised was not necessary in Hammerwich as their memorial was inside the church
	

	
	
	

	12
	Correspondence sent
	

	12.1
	The Clerk advised Members that as she was about to send out an order for playing field signs, she realised the company had quoted for one sign and not 4 as she had requested.
	

	12.2
	With the consequent increase in price, the Clerk asked Members if they felt that 2 signs would be satisfactory, rather than the 4 originally envisaged.
	

	12.3
	Members agreed that 2 would be satisfactory
	

	
	
	

	13
	Finance
	

	13.1
	Accounts for payment for December were approved and authorisation signed by the Chairman
	

	13.2
	Bank statements and an accounts printout had been provided for Members which reconciled to the 9 November statement
	

	13.3
	Members deferred discussion of the draft budget but requested that the Clerk resend to Members by email
	

	13.4
	RESOLVED: to renew the Council’s insurance with Zurich Municipal and to take advantage of a small reduction in premium which was offered in return for a 3 year agreement 
	

	13.5
	RESOLVED: to set up a new PC website at an initial cost of £470
	

	13.6
	The Clerk advised that she had responded to the LDC consultation on the mitigation grant in line with the expressed views of Members ie to retain the status quo
	

	13.7
	Land Registry Fees were approved for the registration application for Triangle and the Greenfields Estate
	

	
	
	

	14
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	14.1
	18 December 2013
	


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.17 pm

_______________________________

Chairman

15 January 2014
Wednesday 15th January 2013

	PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), J Turnbull, Mrs Pope, R Campbell, Mrs V Richards, Mrs V Evans (Clerk) and 4 members of the public.
Cllr P Chapman, D Bayliss, Mrs M Greenway

	
	.
	Action

	1
	Apologies
	

	1.1
	As above
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
	

	2.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	3
	Approval to Minutes of Last Meeting
	

	3.1
	The minutes were proposed by Cllr Mrs Pope and seconded by Cllr R Campbell as a true record
	

	3.2
	RESOLVED: to sign the minutes as a true record
	

	
	
	

	4
	Matters Arising (not included as an agenda item)
	

	4.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	5
	Chairman’s Announcements
	

	5.1
	The Chairman reported that he had attended and, very much enjoyed, the Carol Service at St Johns Church.  
	

	5.2
	There advised that he would attend the LDC Parish Forum meeting the following night at which Matthew Ellis, Staffordshire Police and Crime Commissioner would be present
	

	5.3
	Cllr Mrs Richards advised that the meeting referred to above was likely to be very well attended as many district Cllrs would be present
	

	
	
	

	6
	Planning and Licensing
	

	6.1
	No applications or licences to consider  
	

	6.2
	The Chairman reported that in respect of application number 12/00165/ful, DCLG had advised him, as an attendee of the planning enquiry, that they were seeking clarification on the personal circumstances of the applicanat and also other traveller sites within the LDC area
	

	6.3
	Cllr Campbell asked why the application had gone for consideration by the Secretary of State but the Chairman replied he had no knowledge of the reason
	

	6.4
	He reassured members that should he was passing on information with regard to this matter and that, he would, of course, update members with any further information he might receive
	

	
	
	

	7
	Members Reports
	

	7.1.
	Members had no hesitation in covering the basic staffing costs associated with creating a Neighbourhood Plan
	

	7.1.2
	The Clerk suggested one hour per week but Members felt this may prove inadequate and suggested that the actual hours remain flexible
	

	7.1.3
	RESOLVED: to cover staff costs
	

	7.2
	Cllr Mrs Richards asked if the potential Burntwood Neighbourhood Plan would impact on Hammerwich and Cllr Campbell (in his capacity as Burntwood Cllr) felt that there may be some possibility of this 
	

	7.2.1
	Cllr Mrs Richards suggested that all should look at the consultation on the Burntwood Neighbourhood designation for which the Clerk had sent Cllrs a link
	

	7.2a
	The Chairman had been unable to arrange a meeting with regard to the matter of the proposed poppy field so there was no update at present
	

	7.3
	The Chairman reported that, finally, one street light had been repaired but he was dissatisfied with the overall response
	

	7.3.1
	Cllr Mrs Pope reported (on behalf of Cllr Mrs Greenway) that there were potholes in Hanney Hay Road and Barracks Lane.
	VE

	7.3.2
	It was also reported that the repairs to Hall Lane, were already breaking down
	VE

	7.3.3
	Cllr Campbell reported on a gas leak in Stockhay Lane and advised that the contractors indicated the old cast iron pipes were in a very poor condition
	

	7.3.4
	The Clerk was asked to contact the gas supply company and ascertain if they were aware of the problem
	VE

	7.3.5
	The Chairman advised that SSWC were still finishing off in both Meerash and Hall Lanes
	

	7.4
	The Chairman showed everyone the new signs for the play areas but advised that a site visit might be necessary in order to ascertain the best method of fixing the signs
	

	
	
	

	8
	Public Participation 
	

	8.1
	Cllr Mrs Richards proposed suspending Standing Orders which was seconded by Cllr Turnbull
	

	8.2
	There was concern expressed that SSWC had not completed Mill Lane
	

	8.3
	The Chairman said he would try to talk to the contractors to find out when the work will commence 
	

	8.4
	There being no further questions, Cllr Mrs Richards proposed reinstating Standing Orders and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs Pope
	

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence Sent
	

	9.1
	None 
	

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence Received 
	

	10.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	11
	Finance
	

	11.1
	Accounts for payment for January were approved and authorisation signed by the Chairman
	

	11.2
	Bank statements and an accounts printout had been provided for Members which reconciled to the latest bank statement
	

	11.3
	It was still not possible to confirm the mitigation grant as LDC had not confirmed the figure
	

	11.3.1
	Cllr Campbell expressed concern that the precept element might need to be increased if the grant was reduced but Cllr Mrs Richards felt that LDC would keep to the draft figures notified, keeping the figures similar to last year
	

	11.4
	Cllrs discussed Cllr Smith’s request for a contribution to his traffic evaulation initiative
	

	11.4.1
	Cllr Mrs Richards reminded Members that an alliance with the local Cllr could be beneficial in instances where other areas, such as Walsall, proposed schemes which would have had an impact on Hammerwich
	

	11.4.2
	She, therefore, felt that the Council must engage in this project to ensure support from Cllr Smith should it be needed in the future
	

	11.4.3
	Most Members felt that the Council would benefit in terms of goodwill and information received if the Council engaged in Cllr Smith’s project
	

	11.4.4
	However, Cllr Turnbull remained sceptical indicating that he was having difficulty identifying any positive benefits
	

	11.4.5
	Cllr Campbell felt that the initiative should be a professional piece of work, given that it would be carried out by SCC Engineers and might provide evidence of use with regard to future planning proposals
	

	11.4.6
	Despite the arguments advance Cllr Turnbull remained unconvinced but Cllr Mrs Richards proposed a donation of £100 and this was seconded by Cllr Campbell
	

	11.4.7
	The motion was carried by a majority of 3 to one, with the Chairman abstaining
	

	11.4.8
	RESOLVED: to donate £100 to Cllr Smith’s traffic evaluation project
	

	
	
	

	12
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	12.1
	19 February 2013
	


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.33 pm

_______________________________

Chairman

19 February 2014

Wednesday 19th February2014
	PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs M Greenway, D Bayliss, R Campbell, Mrs R Bailye Mrs V Evans (Clerk) and 2 members of the public.
Cllrs P Chapman, J Turnbull, Mrs Pope, Mrs V Richards

	
	.
	Action

	1
	Apologies
	

	1.1
	As above
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
	

	2.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	3
	Approval to Minutes of Last Meeting
	

	3.1
	The minutes were proposed by Cllr Campbell and seconded by the Chairman as a true record
	

	3.2
	RESOLVED: to sign the minutes as a true record
	

	
	
	

	4
	Matters Arising (not included as an agenda item)
	

	4.1
	Cllr Mrs Greenway asked if the SSWC supply renewal was finished and advised by the Chairman that it was apart from Mill Lane
	

	4.2
	Cllr Mrs Greenway then asked if SSWC could be contacted with regard to their particular circumstances as they had not had the promised visit from SSWC
	VE

	
	
	

	5
	Chairman’s Announcements
	

	5.1
	The Chairman requested that Standing Orders be suspended to all PC Passmore, the community police officer to address the meeting
	

	5.2
	Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed, seconded by Cllr Mrs Bailye that Standing Orders be suspended
	

	5.3
	PC Passmore said that he had attended to give what details he could of a firearms incident which took place on 12th February
	

	5.4
	Forensics had attended and there was some concern that the victims were not the intended target
	

	5.5
	He wished to reassure the meeting that the village was still safe but did advise that there had been both house burglaries and car burglaries recently and wished to reiterate that neither properties nor cars should be left unlocked
	

	5.6
	The Chairman thanked PC Passmore for attending 
	

	5.7
	Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed, seconded by Cllr Mrs Bailye that Standing Orders be reinstated
	

	5.9
	The Chairman announced that he had received and accepted Cllr Wilson’s resignation
	

	5.10
	Cllr Greenway asked if he would still now hold surgeries but the Chairman had not been advised about this by Cllr Wilson
	

	5.11
	A casual vacancy would now be declared and the Chairman asked everyone to help in finding replacements for Pool Ward and the Village Ward at the appropriate time
	VE

	5.12
	Members agreed that posters for the vacancies should be circulated if no election is called and Cllr Bailye indicated that she might know a potential candidate
	

	5.13
	The Chairman then advised of a meeting he attended at Ridgway Primary School on 5 February
	

	5.14
	The event was co-ordinated by Peter Wilson, the creator of “Scamp” at Chasetown and showcased children’s photos,  videos etc of their impressions of the Staffordshire Hoard
	

	5.15
	Peter Walker indicated to the Chairman that he might be able to assist the Council at such time as it wishes to create a marker for the hoard
	

	5.16
	Members agreed that this matter should be an agenda item at the next meeting
	

	
	
	

	6
	Planning and Licensing
	

	6.1
	The Chairman advised members of an enforcement notice at Ogley Lock Marina

13/00189/enf  
	

	6.2
	The Chairman also advised that Cllr Mrs Richards had told him that the application for the temporary caravan at Hall Lane Fishing Pools had been refused and was going to appeal
	

	
	
	

	7
	Members Reports
	

	7.1.1
	Cllr Mrs Greenway reported that the evolving LDC Local Plan had recommended building on green belt in Lichfield and she would like assurances that this is not the case for Hammerwich
	

	7.1.2
	She was also wondering why she had received a personal letter with regard to this matter but the Chairman suggested that anyone who had previously replied to consultations were in receipt of similar letters
	

	7.1.3
	Despite Cllr Bayliss observing that there was no housing development proposed for Hammerwich, Cllr Mrs Greenway asked if LDC Cllrs could be contacted for assurances that the green belt in Hammerwich is safe
	VE

	7.1.a1
	Members noted one or two errors in the letter but subject to correction, approved the draft letter for neighbourhood designation
	

	7.1.a2
	Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed that the application letter be sent and Cllr Mrs Bailye seconded

RESOLVED: to apply to LDC for neighbourhood designation
	

	7.1.b1
	Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed and Cllr Mrs Bailye seconded a proposal to 
purchase of Parish Online to support the work of the Council, but particularly to support the creation of a neighbourhood plan
	

	7.1.b2
	RESOLVED: to purchase Parish Online
	

	7.2.a1
	The Chairman had been advised by Mr Walker that he would donate and prepare a field for the sowing of poppies as a memorial for the centenary of WWI 
	

	7.2.a2
	The clerk was asked to contact Cllr Mrs Richards to see if LDC could help with providing the necessary poppy seed
	VE

	7.2.a3
	The Chairman also suggested contacting Royal British Legion
	VE

	7.2.a4
	Cllr Mrs Greenway asked that the Council formally thank Mr Walker
	VE

	7.2.b1
	Cllrs were advised of an LDC report with regard to a tree in the Council’s ownership.
	

	7.2.b2
	The report suggested the tree could be pruned but that it was an unattractive specimen with already weakened routes
	

	7.2.b3
	Members approved the second option to remove the tree and replant
	

	7.2.b4
	Cllr Mrs Bailye indicated that she may be able to source replacement young trees and the Clerk was asked to get quotes for removal of the existing tree – one quote to include stump grinding and one which did not
	VE

	7.3.1
	Cllr Mrs Greenway reported a manhole cover breaking up near Gartmore Stables, that the potholes in Barracks Lane are getting worse and a number of Cllrs confirmed the poor state of the Burntwood to Lichfield Road
	

	7.3.2
	The Chairman reported that a vehicle was still stranded under the rail bridge and Cllr Mrs Bailye suggested a depth marker might help people avoid this in future
	

	7.3.2
	Members felt that this matter was the responsibility of Network Rail and the Chairman said that he had been told that the they had cleared the drainage in the summer
	

	7.3.3
	He felt some of the current difficulty might be due to debris, which was an unavoidable consequence of the flooding and Cllr Mrs Greenway did advise that some stones had dropped down from the bridge
	

	7.3.4
	Cllr Mrs Bailye wished to put her thanks to SCC on record for the marvellous job they had done of clearing Dark Lane
	

	7.3.5
	Cllr Mrs Greenway asked if the footpath across the field from Coppy Nook Lane could be signed in some way but Cllrs, after discussion, felt that there was no foolproof method of restricting the public to a particular track
	

	7.4
	There were no other items identified at this time but the Chairman reminded everyone that the Agenda was still open until 10 days before the next meeting 
	

	
	
	

	8
	Boundary Commission Changes
	

	8.1
	Cllr Bayliss detailed the current situation and proposed changes: ie LDC is represented by 56 Cllrs equivalent to 1 representative for 1428 electors (Hammerwich has 1444 electors)
	

	8.2
	The proposed reduction would see representation become 1 Cllr for 1702 electors
	

	8.3
	Cllr Bayliss suggested that representations should be made to the Boundary Commission on the basis that Pool Ward comes back to Hammerwich District which would make representation 1 Cllr for 1612 electors and would also mean that the parish and district boundaries become one
	

	8.4
	Cllr Campbell thought this a sensible suggestion and all were agreed that they foresaw practical problems with the idea of a merger with Wall, not least that this might put pressure on Shenstone
	

	8.5
	Members agreed to investigate commenting as individuals in accordance with the above discussion and the Clerk was asked to see if the Council, as a body, could comment
	VE

	
	
	

	9
	Public Participation 
	

	9.1
	Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed and Cllr Bayliss seconded the suspension of Standing Orders
	

	9.2
	Mr Gregory suggested that in view of the road closure under the rail bridge – shouldn’t the warning signs be placed further back to give motorists a sensible distance to take action
	

	9.3
	The Clerk was asked to report this matter to SCC
	VE

	9.4
	Cllr Mrs Bailye also asked that signs be quickly removed once the obstruction had been removed as any signage left after it is no longer used reduces the impact of all such signage
	VE

	9.5
	Mr Gregory also reported on legal action being taken in connection with Springhill Cemetery.
	

	9.6
	He said he would forward all details to the Clerk and expressed dismay that should this facility fail, commercially, then any liabilities would fall on LDC and therefore the taxpayer
	

	9.7
	The Chairman agreed that he was not sure if all the ramifications of such failure had been considered by LDC but he advised that Cllr Mrs Richards had put the matter in the hands of its legal department
	

	9.8
	The Chairman advised that the Mausoleum had gone to appeal and that the parish council’s objections were re-stated and all expressed some disbelief at the officer approval, given the general lack of technical advice with regard to the operation of mausolea
	

	9.9
	Mr Gregory also asked about the crematorium and the Chairman advised that the parish council had objected
	

	9.10
	Cllr Campbell advised that Burntwood Town Council had objected on the same grounds
	

	9.11
	Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed and Cllr Bayliss seconded the reinstatement of Standing Orders
	

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence Sent
	

	10.1
	The Clerk advised that the letter had gone to National Grid with regard to old pipework and consequent gas leaks
	

	
	
	

	11
	Correspondence Received 
	

	11.1
	The Clerk advised that National Grid had replied verbally that such leaks would promote the renewal of pipework in the priority system but that with SSWC’s recent opening of the highway – they may be constrained by a S48 notice
	

	11.2
	The Clerk advised that she had contacted SCC but had so far had no response so she was requested to chase up on this
	VE

	11.3
	Cllr Campbell reiterated that the workmen on site felt that the water pipe replacement must have had a knock on effect on gas piping
	

	
	
	

	12
	Finance
	

	12.1
	Accounts for payment for February were revised to include the payment to Cllr Smith for the traffic survey and a payment to LDC for the tree survey mentioned earlier in the minutes 
	

	12.2
	The Chairman was authorised to sign the amended accounts for payment
	

	12.3
	Bank statements and an accounts printout had been provided for Members which reconciled to the latest bank statement
	

	12.4
	Cllr Campbell expressed concern that, because LDC took so long to determine the level of mitigation grant, the precept had to be submitted without, effectively, knowing what the parish council would receive 
	

	12.5
	The Chairman reminded members that Cllr Mrs Richards indicated that LDC would keep to the draft grant figure notified
	

	12.6
	There was then discussion as to the perceived impact with the electorate, if and more probably, when the grant was withdrawn and it would appear that the parish council had increased its taxation request by a significant amount
	

	12.7
	Cllr Campbell reported that, nationally, some district councils were already refusing to pass on any grant to parishes
	

	12.8
	In view of the seriousness of this situation the Chairman asked that this matter be reported in October of this year to get a clear picture from LDC
	

	
	
	

	13
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	13.1
	16th April 2014
	


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 9.00 pm

_______________________________

Chairman

19 March 2014

Wednesday 19th March 2014
	PRESENT:

APOLOGIES
	Cllrs V Wasdell (Chairman), Mrs M Greenway, Mrs Pope, D Bayliss, R Campbell, Mrs R Bailye P Chapman, Mrs V Evans (Clerk) and 3 members of the public.
Cllrs, J Turnbull, Mrs V Richards

	
	.
	Action

	1
	Apologies
	

	1.1
	As above
	

	
	
	

	2
	Declaration of Interest
	

	2.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	3
	Approval to Minutes of Last Meeting
	

	3.1
	The minutes were proposed by Cllr Campbell and seconded by Cllr Mrs Bailye as a true record
	

	3.2
	RESOLVED: to sign the minutes as a true record
	

	
	
	

	4
	Matters Arising (not included as an agenda item)
	

	4.1
	The Chairman reported that the LGBCE may subsume Pool Ward and Wall into Hammerwich 
	

	
	
	

	5
	Chairman’s Announcements
	

	5.1
	The Chairman announced that he would be attending Burntwood Town Council Chairman’s Charity Evening on 22 March 2014
	

	5.2
	He also announced that he had responded to a letter of complaint about the Council in a local newspaper concerning amongst other things - flooding
	

	5.3
	Cllr Mrs Greenway asked if the flood referred to was actually in our parish and Cllr Bayliss assured the meeting that it was not
	

	5.4
	Cllr Bayliss queried, in view of the new Standing Orders, why the Chairman had responded but the Clerk advised that she actually sent the email and had seen the contents of the letter
	

	
	
	

	6
	Planning and Licensing
	

	6.1
	The Council felt the application for a retention of a sub station 14/00232/ful was not a cause for comment  
	

	6.2
	However, Cllrs felt that the revised application for the proposed crematorium did nothing to address their concerns and wished to reiterate their opposition
	

	6.3
	Cllr Bayliss advised that he had been researching the guidance on crematoria and he contrasted the paucity of information supporting Mr Waheed’s application with the background information associated with Fradley Crematorium
	

	6.4
	Cllr Campbell advised that Burntwood Town Council had made objections on the same grounds as Hammerwich 
	

	6.5
	Cllr Bayliss noted that there was a reduction to one cremator but suggested that this application had the look of a preliminary application with a view to others requesting extensions
	

	6.6
	As part of the discussions, Cllr Mrs Bailye said she had occasion to request action from Planning Enforcement in Lichfield and that the response had been excellent
	

	6.7
	The officer concerned had also been dealing with a reported contravention identified by Cllr Mrs Greenway so she asked if the Clerk could get an update on this matter
	VE

	
	
	

	7
	Members Reports
	

	7.1.1
	The Chairman was pleased to announce that the process to create a parish plan had begun with the consultation on the neighbourhood designation commencing that day and running until April 30
	

	7.1.2
	Cllr Chapman advised that he had been in contact with Neil Cox who was still advising that the revisions to the Local Plan would not affect Hammerwich and he was optimistic this revised version would be accepted
	

	7.1.3
	Cllr Chapman said that so far as was possible this should allay Cllr Greenway’s concerns and the Chairman said if any further inspections were held, in public, on the Local Plan then he would attend
	

	7.2.a1
	Cllr Mrs Greenway advised the meeting that she had not been able to contact Tom Hobbs at SCC with regard to the matter of the Hoard marker so this matter was deferred
	

	7.2.b1
	The Chairman reported that he was liaising with David Walker and that Mr Walker had even offered to procure the necessary seed for which the Chairman would be seeking approval from the Council at “Accounts for Payment”
	

	7.2.b2
	The Chairman reported that the location, off the footpath between the Church and the old rail station offered an opportunity for the church to hold an open air service and Mr Walker was looking into the possibility of being able to provide parking
	

	7.2.b3
	Cllr Chapman asked if the site would be visible from the road but members felt it would not
	

	7.2.b4
	Cllr Mrs Greenway said that B &Q were supporting the poppy memorials but Cllr Bayliss felt this was for individuals
	

	7.2.b5
	Cllr Mrs Greenway was certain it also applied to organisation but given the generosity of Mr Walker it would be hard to top the offers he had made to the Council with such an outstanding memorial for £70 – the quoted cost of the necessary seed
	

	7.2b6
	Cllr Chapman asked if LDC had offered seeds but the Clerk responded they had offered advice with regard to planting and sourcing
	

	7.2b7
	Cllr Mrs Greenway reported that people were not sticking to designated paths, that there was once more a hole in the fencing on Coppy Nook Lane and that a land drain cover in the same area had gone
	VE

	7.3.1
	The Clerk reported on the prices she had obtained for the tree removal but Cllr Bailye suggested contacting another company who she felt would be cheaper
	

	7.3.2
	The matter was deferred to obtain further prices
	

	7.3.3
	Cllr Chapman reported that there was a parcel of land for sale in Muckley Corner and he hoped it would not become another boot sale venue, but he qualified that by saying this might end up the least worst option given some local proposals
	VE

	7.3.4 
	Cllr Mrs Greenway reported potholes by Gartmore Riding Stables, os/the Old Vicarage and Coppy Nook Lane near its junction with Overton Lane
	

	7.3.5
	The Chairman reported that a hedge and a tree branch were encroaching on the highway in Church Lane 
	

	7.3.6
	It was suggested that SCC be contacted but Cllr Bayliss pointed out that they would only take action as a last resort
	

	7.3.7
	Cllr Chapman advised that an example price for hedge cutting would be £60 
	

	7.3.8
	It was felt that although Cllr Mrs Bailye knew the name of the owners (Barrets) of the hedge, as it was thought they had moved to Whitby, an approach to them would be unlikely to succeed
	VE

	7.3.9
	It was reported that a car was parking on the triangle of land at the junction of Stockhay Lane with Lichfield Road
	

	7.3.10
	Cllr Chapman felt that he might know the owner of the vehicle and would approach the person concerned to try to resolve the matter
	PC

	7.3.11
	All expressed concern with regard to advertising use of open land and suggested that, at the very least, the Council should be advised of such usage, as Burntwood Town Council did when advertising Burntwood Wakes
	

	7.4
	Cllr Mrs Bailye asked for co-option of new Cllr to be put on the next agenda
	

	
	
	

	8
	Public Participation
	

	8.1
	Cllr Mrs Greenway proposed and Cllr Mrs Bailye seconded the suspension of Standing Orders
	

	8.2
	Mr Gregory repeated his concerns with regard to the potential bill to taxpayers from the applications to LDC for burial facilities
	

	8.3
	The Chairman reassured Mr Gregory that all Cllrs were equally concerned and the Council affirmed it would again notify LDC of those concerns
	VE

	8.4
	Mr Gregory made particular mention of the proximity of the proposed crematorium chimney to the local school
	

	8.5
	Again the Chairman was able to assure Mr Gregory that this matter has caused consternation amongst Cllrs and this was commented upon to LDC
	

	8.6
	Cllr Bayliss was able to report that the school had also made representations to LDC
	

	8.7
	Mr Coulson was concerned that there might be duplication of effort with regard to the creation of a poppy field memorial
	

	8.8
	After some discussion, it was thought that Dr Sharpe would be associated with the Burntwood Church memorial and that there was not a second group duplicating any of the Council’s plans
	

	8.9
	In concluding the discussion, the Chairman advised that Mr Walker appreciated the thanks of the Council for his generosity
	

	8.10
	Mrs Wasdell asked if anything could be done to restrict land usage, having listened to report on the potential sale of land at Muckley Corner
	

	8.11
	The Chairman felt the Council was powerless and all members expressed concern that the problem could grow worse from eg owners subdividing fields to gain extra permits for car boot sales
	

	8.12
	After discussion, Members requested that the Clerk contact LDC to see if there was a possibility of them enacting any bylaws on land use, particularly, with regard to car boot sales
	VE

	
	
	

	9
	Correspondence Sent
	

	9.1
	None
	

	
	
	

	10
	Correspondence Received
	

	10.1
	The Clerk advised that as she had received an email from Anson’s Solicitors she had taken the opportunity to ask for an update on Hospital Road land transfer
	

	10.2
	She had been advised that the matter was with the Secretary of State but that Simon James is continuing to press for a conclusion
	

	
	
	

	11
	Finance
	

	11.1
	RESOLVED: that the accounts for payment for March be paid
	

	11.2
	The Clerk advised that the bank was reconciled to March 7
	

	11.3
	The year end figures should be the quoted figure minus £70 agreed to earlier in the minutes and plus approximately £1.30 interest 
	

	
	
	

	12
	Date of Next Meeting
	

	12.1
	16th April 2014
	

	
	
	


There being no further business, the meeting was closed at 8.35 pm

_______________________________

Chairman
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