








Explanations for individual variances     

     

     

Total other receipts     

  £   

Figure in 2020 column  5,653   

     

Figure in 2019 column  26,657   

     

Total variance   (21,004)   

     

Reasons:     

One off insurance claim in 18/19 re: damaged play equipment  21,030   

     

     

     

Total amount explained   21,030   

     

Unexplained amount  26   

Unexplained amount as % of 2019 figure (must be below 15%)  0.1%   

     

     

     

Staff Costs     

  £   

Figure in 2020 column  6,373   

     

Figure in 2019 column  5,664   

     

Total variance   709   

     

Reasons:     

     

Clerk pay increase 19/20  709   

     

     

     

Total amount explained   709   

     

Unexplained amount  0   

Unexplained amount as % of 2019 figure (must be below 15%)  0.0%   



     

     

     

     

All Other Expenditure     

     

  £   

Figure in 2020 column  27,585  Working analysis 

     

Figure in 2019 column  49,340   

    

Galleon - initial outlay reimbursed through 
insurance 

Total variance   (21,755)  Tree Surgeons 

    Hospital Rd Clearance 

Reasons:    LDC works 

18/19 one-off expenditure to replacement play equipment  (25,356)  LDC works 

LDC works   2,190  LDC works 

19/20 new memorial benches (linked to FA Register)  2,100  Groundwork UK 

    JMI Planning  

Total amount explained   (21,066)  New memorial benches 

     

Unexplained amount  689  Total per cash book 

Unexplained amount as % of 2019 figure (must be below 15%)  1.4%  % variance between years 

     

    Analysis above includes items of expenditure >£1,000 likely to drive variation between years 

     

     

Fixed Asset     

     

  £   

Figure in 2020 column  459,235   

     

Figure in 2019 column  461,390   

     

Total variance   (2,155)   

     

Reasons:     

New memorial benches purchased 19/20  2,100   

Strimmer  55   

     

     

Total amount explained   2,155   



     

Unexplained amount  (0)   

Unexplained amount as % of 2019 figure (must be below 15%)  0.0%   

     

     

     

Explanations for individual variances     

     

     

Total other receipts     

  £   

Figure in 2020 column  5,653   

     

Figure in 2019 column  26,657   

     

Total variance   (21,004)   

     

Reasons:     

One off insurance claim in 18/19 re: damaged play equipment  21,030   

     

     

     

Total amount explained   21,030   

     

Unexplained amount  26   

Unexplained amount as % of 2019 figure (must be below 15%)  0.1%   

     

     

     

Staff Costs     

  £   

Figure in 2020 column  6,373   

     

Figure in 2019 column  5,664   

     

Total variance   709   

     

Reasons:     

     

Clerk pay increase 19/20  709   

     

     

     



Total amount explained   709   

     

Unexplained amount  0   

Unexplained amount as % of 2019 figure (must be below 15%)  0.0%   

     

     

     

     

All Other Expenditure     

     

  £   

Figure in 2020 column  27,585  Working analysis 

     

Figure in 2019 column  49,340   

    Galleon - initial outlay reimbursed through insurance 

Total variance   (21,755)  Tree Surgeons 

    Hospital Rd Clearance 

Reasons:    LDC works 

18/19 one-off expenditure to replacement play equipment  (25,356)  LDC works 

LDC works   2,190  LDC works 

19/20 new memorial benches (linked to FA Register)  2,100  Groundwork UK 

    JMI Planning  

Total amount explained   (21,066)  New memorial benches 

     

Unexplained amount  689  Total per cash book 

Unexplained amount as % of 2019 figure (must be below 15%)  1.4%  % variance between years 

     

    Analysis above includes items of expenditure >£1,000 likely to drive variation between years 

     

     

Fixed Asset     

     

  £   

Figure in 2020 column  459,235   

     

Figure in 2019 column  461,390   

     

Total variance   (2,155)   

     

Reasons:     

New memorial benches purchased 19/20  2,100   

Strimmer  55   



     

     

Total amount explained   2,155   

     

Unexplained amount  (0)   

Unexplained amount as % of 2019 figure (must be below 15%)  0.0%   

     

     

     
 



Attachment 3.3 

Councils’ Accounts: A Summary of Public Rights 

The basic position 

By law any interested person has the right to inspect a council’s/meeting’s accounts.  If you are entitled and registered 
to vote in local council elections then you (or your representative) have additional rights to ask the appointed auditor 
questions about the council’s accounts or object to an item of account contained within them. 

The right to inspect the accounts 

When your council has finalised its accounts for the previous financial year it must advertise that they are available for 
people to inspect. Having given the council reasonable notice of your intentions, you then have 30 working days to look 
through the accounting statements in the Annual Return and any supporting documents. By arrangement, you will be 
able to inspect and make copies of the accounts and the relevant documents. You may have to pay a copying charge. 

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounts 

You can only ask the appointed auditor questions about the accounts. The auditor does not have to answer questions 
about the council’s policies, finances, procedures or anything else not related to the accounts. Your questions must be 
about the accounts for the financial year just ended. The auditor does not have to say whether they think something 
the council has done, or an item in its accounts, is lawful or reasonable.  

The right to object to the accounts 

If you think that the council has spent money that it should not have, or that someone has caused a loss to the council 
deliberately or by behaving irresponsibly, you can request the auditor to apply to the courts for a declaration that an 
item of account is contrary to law. You do this by sending a formal ‘notice of objection’ to the auditor at the address 
below. The notice must be in writing and copied to the council. In it, you must tell the auditor why you are objecting 

and what you want the auditor to do about it. The auditor must reach a decision on your objection. If you are not happy 
with that decision, you can appeal to the courts.  

You may also object if you think that there is something in the accounts that the auditor should discuss with the council 
or tell the public about in a ‘public interest report’. You must follow the same procedure as outlined in the previous 
paragraph. The auditor must then decide whether to take any action. The auditor does not have to, but usually will, 
give reasons for his/her decision and you cannot appeal to the courts. More information is available on the National 
Audit Office website (see contact details below). 

You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your council. You should take such 
complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or your solicitor. You may also be able to approach 
the Standards Committee of your local principal authority if you believe that a member of the council has broken the 
Code of Conduct for Members. 

What else you can do 

Instead of objecting, you can give the auditor information that is relevant to his/her responsibilities. For example, you 
can simply tell the auditor if you think that something is wrong with the accounts or about waste and inefficiency in the 
way the council runs its services. You should make it clear that you are providing information rather than making a 
formal objection. You do not have to follow any set time limits or procedures. The auditor does not have to give you a 
detailed report of any subsequent investigation, but will usually tell you the outcome. 

A final word 

Councils, and so local taxpayers, must meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections. In deciding whether to 
take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor must take into account is the cost that will be involved. 
The auditor will only continue with the objection if it is in the public interest to do so. If you appeal to the courts, you 
might have to pay for the action yourself. 

 

Who should you contact? 

For more detailed guidance on electors’ rights and the special 
powers of auditors, copies of the publication Council 
Accounts – a guide to your rights are available by calling 
the National Audit Office on 020 7798 7000 or downloading 

from the website https://www.nao.org.uk/   

If you wish to contact your Council’s 
appointed external auditor please write to: 

 
 

Cameron Waddell, Partner, Mazars LLP, 

local.councils@mazars.co.uk 

 

https://www.nao.org.uk/
mailto:local.councils@mazars.co.uk


 Reconciliation 2019/20   

 
   

 Accounts   

a. Community Account (31 March 2019) (£38558.22) 46,252.34   

 Business Base Rate (31 March 2019) (£8273.84)   

b. Total Receipts 32,053.18   
c. Total Payments 33,958.50   
d. Profit / Loss on year (b-c) -1,905.32   

    

e. Closing Balance (a-d) 44,347.02   

    

    

    

 
   

 Cash reconciliation 31.03.20   

1 net bank balances @ Account 45,070.02  36785.02 + 8285 

2 Add unpresented income 0.00   
3 Less unpresented cheques/committed expenditure 723.00   
4 Total 44,347.02   

    

    

 List  cheques/committed expenditure written but not cashed (to total item 3)   

    

    

 The Gardening Guild 101139 200.00  

 WCAVA 101143 8.00  

 SPCA Annual fee 515.00  

  723.00  

    

 MEMORANDUM ITEM: VOIDED CHEQUES DURING YEAR   

    

    

 Total Voided Cheques in Year 0.00   

    

 The above represent cheques written and entered into cash book but subsequently voided. They have been reversed out of cash book 



 by way of negative expenditure adjustment to avoid over-stating expenditure.   

    
 


	A final word
	Who should you contact?

